Contemplation and Conversation: Pentecost Sunday, May 31, 2020
Scripture: John 7:37-39 NRSV https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+7%3A37-39&version=NRSV
[image: ]Contemplation and Conversation: What are you thirsty for?
From Rev. Heather Leffler:
As Jesus prepared himself and his disciples for what he knew would be his last Passover Supper with them, he wanted to assure them and us that we are never alone. God is always with us. In this time when everything seems different and many people are lonely, longing for human touch as we try to care for one another by keeping apart because of COVID-19 and when tragic events shine a light on injustices that have been with us but we haven’t seen, we find ourselves thirsty. Not thirsty for the good, clean, abundant water that we enjoy in our homes every day. Rather we thirst for handshakes and hugs, being physically present with our families, church families and friends. We thirst for a world where our First Nations brothers and sisters have safe drinking water; where refugees and homeless people have enough water so that they can freely wash their hands to ward off the virus we are all distancing ourselves from. We thirst for a world where every life matters, where every person is valued as they are and there can be peace and justice for all. As we each enjoy a cold, clear glass of water or remember a visit to a favourite pond, stream, lake or river, may we give heartfelt thanks to our Creator. May we drink from the living water Jesus offers, so it flows from us in gratitude, compassion and justice seeking. 
Whether you are at home trying to help slow the spread of the virus,
working to help care for those who are impacted most by COVID-19
or working to keep some normalcy in this time,
may you know God’s deep and abiding love in your life.
Know you are a valued part of our Rockwood and Stone United Church families. 

“Seize the Moment” for a Universal Basic Income in Canada -- Moderator Richard Bott, as part of a growing call, is urging the Canadian government to “seize the moment” offered by COVID-19 relief programs and move forward with developing and implementing a Universal Basic Income (UBI) program. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qlwyTtPY0vY
The Moderator notes that a UBI program should preserve human dignity rather than create stigma, and remove discriminatory barriers. Read the full statement online.
Add your voice to the call for a Universal Basic Income Program in Canada.

A gift of belonging to a church is that the practice of gathering together for worship … to pray, sing, listen to scripture and share how God touches our lives – helps us grow in deeper relationship to God and each other. With COVID-19 keeping us at home and physically distant from our Stone or Rockwood families, we are missing each other. We are offering this practice of sharing beyond Sunday morning to deepen our connection. Each week you will be offered a picture, a scripture and a question for contemplation, as well as a short reflection for you to contemplate, have conversation with people in your life and/or join an online conversation on our Rockwood Stone Facebook page.
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