Contemplation and Conversation: 2nd Sunday after Christmas, January 3, 2021
[image: Other Ways to Say "Merry Christmas"]Scripture: Jeremiah 31:7-14 https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah+31%3A7-14&version=NRSV  
Contemplation and Conversation: Where has contemplating God’s bounty invited you to share with others?
From Rosslyn Bentley:
At this time of year, even during COVID, there is bounty in our fridges, in our cupboards, on our table. Even if you can’t see people in person, our freezers and pantries are crammed with the bounty of the earth and the show of our generosity. The gifts we share with each other, they fill our houses and our closets to bursting. My time between Christmas and New Year is often spent sorting out my closets, clearing the kitchen cupboards to make room for a new gadget or platter. I toss the unwanted, unkempt, items in poor repair or looking shabby. 
But are you satisfied with all this fullness? Is this what fills your soul, or do you find yourself hungrily browsing? Inevitably it’s not satisfying, or if it is, only fleetingly so. You always seem to hanker after one more cookie, one more plate of turkey, one more swig of your favourite tipple from hot chocolate to ginger schnapps: it’s never quite enough. This year’s holiday sweater has nowhere to go but Zoom and nothing seems to fill the empty void left by the lack of direct companionship. These holiday distractions are just that, sugar highs followed by dark damp lows, just like the mud and rain after the blue skies and crisp snow.
It’s in the quiet meditation that comes from thinking about where this bounty comes from that can bring joy to life, fullness and satisfaction. It’s not just reveling in satiation though: the earth is truly fruitful if we tend it with a mindset that understands these gifts need to be replenished. Gods bounty is enough but learning to share so all can benefit, redistributing, restoring, renewing is where the gifts continue to give. We give the gift of rebirth to ourselves through the gift of sharing God’s bounty with others. Feeling truly satiated isn’t that a gift worth sharing?

Whether you are at home trying to help slow the spread of the virus,
working to help care for those who are impacted most by COVID-19
or working to keep some normalcy in this time,
may you know God’s deep and abiding love in your life.
Know you are a valued part of our Rockwood and Stone United Church families. 

Further Conversation … Would you like to talk more about today’s reflection? Email Heather at hleffler@rogers.com. Following worship next Sunday, she will invite others to join you in a Zoom break out room to share in further conversation.

From our Rockwood Stone Affirming Discernment Circle
A congregation member shared the following video of a transgender woman sharing her experience. We invite you to watch the video and if you are able to join us in a time of discussion following worship on Sunday. https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=945485292534779 .
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[bookmark: _Hlk56335413]From Moderator Richard Bott
Make me a magi, God.
Make me someone who looks up and wonders;
someone ready to leave my comfort
and journey, not knowing exactly
the destination.
Make me a seeker of possibility,
a searcher for truth,
one who asks questions when I lose
my way
Make me someone who listens to dreams,
who accepts not only my own mind,
but is open to the messengers of yours.
Make me someone who kneels
in sacred places, (even when my legs are tired),
who celebrates when they meet the Holy Child,
who gives gifts without counting the cost.
Make me someone who travels a new way,
willing to accept new hardship,
to protect others from the powers-of-the-day.
Oh, make me a magi, God,
that I might glimpse your, "Aha!"
and, with that Epiphany, alive in my heart,
travel on.
Amen.
A gift of belonging to a church is that the practice of gathering together for worship … to pray, sing, listen to scripture and share how God touches our lives – helps us grow in deeper relationship to God and each other. With COVID-19 keeping us at home and physically distant from our Stone or Rockwood families, we are missing each other. We are offering this practice of sharing beyond Sunday morning to deepen our connection. Each week you will be offered a picture, a scripture and a question for contemplation, as well as a short reflection for you to contemplate, have conversation with people in your life and/or join an online conversation on our Rockwood Stone Facebook page.
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