Contemplation and Conversation: Palm Sunday, March 28, 2021
Scripture: 118:19-24 NRSV
Contemplation and Conversation: What causes you to rejoice and give thanks this Palm Sunday?
[image: ]From Brian Mack:
It is Palm Sunday. Over the course of the last two weeks, I have read the accounts of the triumphal entry of Jesus into Jerusalem many times. The versions offered in Matthew 21: 1-11, Mark 11: 1-11, Luke 19: 28-34, and John 12: 12-19, vary slightly, but taken together offer us a powerful portrait of that day which marks the beginning of Holy Week. I would encourage you to take some time this week to re-acquaint yourself with the story offered. 
While reading these scriptural accounts and wrestling with various on-line commentaries, I tried to place myself in the situation described. At various times, I focused my attention on Jesus. At other times, it was focused on the donkey, or the disciples, or the crowd. I convinced myself that I knew the story intimately and that there wasn’t really anything new here for me to contemplate. Then I read part of Psalm 118 which is another of the lectionary readings for this Sunday.  “This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it” were words that caught my attention. With those words in mind, I had a whole different lens through which to view the events of the arrival of Jesus in Jerusalem.
I am thankful for the two disciples who obeyed Jesus and went to the village to find the donkey and the colt. The disciples didn’t protest their assignment. They didn’t complain that they couldn’t possibly walk another step to fetch the animals or that it would be impossible, given the crowds, to find said animals. They set off without fanfare and with confidence on their mission.
I am thankful that the owner of the donkey and the colt willingly gave them to the disciples. When the owner saw his valuable animals being untied by two strangers, he didn’t shout, “Stop thief.” He didn’t negotiate a bill of sale or sign a rental agreement detailing how the animals would be fed, housed, and ultimately returned to his family who needed them as beasts of burden. 
I am thankful for the donkey and the colt. When we think of donkeys, we usually think of rather unkempt, smelly animals who are prone to bray loudly and have a stubborn streak built into them. The animals in the Palm Sunday story shatter that myth. They go along contentedly with the disciples, allow cloaks to be thrown on their backs, negotiate their way steadily though the throngs, and traverse a pathway laden with foreign objects in the form of branches and articles of clothing. They don’t balk as the excited masses jostle for position to see the man who had raised Lazarus from the dead. They aren’t confused by the raucous shouts of praise that they hear all around them. The colt readily accepts the presence of Jesus on his back even though he has never been ridden before. 
I am thankful for the people who gathered. This is not a small crowd. The gospel of Matthew records that as Jesus entered Jerusalem “the whole city stirred.” As the multitude shouted, “Hosanna to the Son of David” and placed palm branches and their cloaks on the road, they honored Jesus in a style befitting a King. Without the crowds, prophecy could not have been fulfilled.
Finally, I am thankful for Jesus. His triumphal entry paved the way for His death, the resurrection, and for all that the cross means to us in 2021 as Christians. 
Surely, “this is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.” Thanks be to God. 
Whether you are at home trying to help slow the spread of the virus,
working to help care for those who are impacted most by COVID-19
or working to keep some normalcy in this time,
may you know God’s deep and abiding love in your life.
Know you are a valued part of our Rockwood and Stone United Church families. 

Further Conversation … Would you like to talk more about today’s reflection? Email Heather at hleffler@rogers.com. Following worship next Sunday, she will invite others to join you in a Zoom break out room to share in further conversation.

From our Rockwood Stone Affirming Discernment Circle
On Friday, March 12, 2021 the Centre for Christian Studies hosted an online discussion of the ways in which the Covid-19 pandemic exposes long-standing racial divisions and systemic injustices, and perhaps to imagine opportunities for change. Go to http://ccsonline.ca/2021/03/video-ccs-friday-the-pandemic-of-racism/ to watch the video and an article by Kim Uyede-Kai, minister for Communities of Faith Support and Right Relations at the Shining Waters Regional Council of the United Church of Canada, published in 2020 an called “COVID-19 and the Racism Pandemic We Need To Talk About.”  

United Church of Canada:  From Moderator Richard Bott
[bookmark: _Hlk56335413]This year, as I walk through Holy Week,
I want to be honest with myself.
As much as I want to see myself
in the crowd, shouting "Hosannah!"
I know that I am more one of
the community leaders,
concerned about how this crowd
will look like an uprising to
the Empire.
As much as I want to see myself
as one of the women,
who stayed with Jesus,
to the cross and the grave,
I know that I am Peter,
a pile of rubble, when the pressure was on,
ready to deny my affiliation
for my safety;
or I am Judas,
so sure that I knew what Jesus
was supposed to do,
was supposed to sound like,
was supposed to say,
that I would push him into a corner,
sure he would fight NOW,
and the revolution would begin...
As much as I want to read myself
into the "blesseds",
I know that Jesus was speaking to power,
the power that I have, and am,
when he was challenging with the "woes".
...
If I'm being honest with myself.
...
This isn't condemnation.
Just a reminder that my place
in Jesus' story,
my place
in Christ's Holy Week,
may be other than I imagined.
...
"Father, forgive them,
they don't know what they are doing."

A gift of belonging to a church is that the practice of gathering together for worship … to pray, sing, listen to scripture and share how God touches our lives – helps us grow in deeper relationship to God and each other. With COVID-19 keeping us at home and physically distant from our Stone or Rockwood families, we are missing each other. We are offering this practice of sharing beyond Sunday morning to deepen our connection. Each week you will be offered a picture, a scripture and a question for contemplation, as well as a short reflection for you to contemplate, have conversation with people in your life and/or join an online conversation on our Rockwood Stone Facebook page.
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