Contemplation and Conversation: 1st Sunday of Creation Time, September 11, 2022
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Description automatically generated]Scripture: Luke 15:1-10 https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+15%3A1-10&version=NRSVUE 
From Rev. Heather Leffler:
Sometimes listening to Jesus’ response to the Pharisees and Sadducees’ grumbling, I wonder where I would have been that day. Would I have been in the crowd raptly listening to Jesus’ parables or would I have been one of the religious leaders desperately trying to convince him not to disrupt their faith practices and traditions? While the church has often seen these faith leaders in a negative light because they were challenging Jesus, I can understand their struggle to accept his teachings. I want to think that I would welcome the “tax collectors, prostitutes and others”, but I know there are people I hesitate to reach out to – times I would rather close the doors than welcome someone in who might be disruptive in our church communities.
Jesus’ parables urge me to recognize that belonging to the church doesn’t make me better than someone who is outside the church. Rather he wants me to know that if I can ask for forgiveness for those places in my life where I have let God down and hurt others, I will be able to open myself to others and truly see all people as beloved children of God. Then I will be able to rejoice with God and all of heaven when some one becomes a part of our church community even if they bring with them ideas and traditions that are new to us. 
Jesus’ love does not bring always peace. Often it disrupts how we have been so we can make room for others and respond to them with love.
Contemplation and Conversation
What might Jesus be asking us to let go of so we can welcome someone new to our midst?
Prayer
God of all people and places, help us to see the world through your eyes.
May we recognize where we need to change, 
so that others can become part of our faith community. Amen.
Know you are a valued part of our Rockwood and Stone United Church families. 

Further Conversation … Would you like to talk more about today’s reflection? Email Heather at hleffler@rogers.com. Following worship next Sunday, she will invite others to join you in a Zoom break out room to share in further conversation.

Our Rockwood Stone Family
If you missed today’s worship service, email rockwoodstoneuc@gmail.com for a YouTube link.
Thank you to Sherol Steinberg for sharing her beautiful pictures in Offering Praise: https://youtu.be/D5ekIOAziJo 
Enjoy the Creation Pack that is attached to this email. If you didn’t receive a package and would like the craft, game or brochures email hleffler@rogers.com.
This Friday, September 16 at 6 pm join us for Faith, Food, Friendship and Fun on the lawn at Rockwood. Join us for dinner, activities, conversation, a craft, and casual time of worship.
Contact Heather at hleffler@rogers.com or 519-265-7385 by Wednesday, September 14. Please bring a lawn chair. Everyone is welcome.

[bookmark: _Hlk56335413]United Church of Canada from Moderator Carmen Lansdowne
Life throws at us the unexpected. This week as there are mixed and complex feelings about the death of Queen Elizabeth II, we marked the passing of elder Bernice Saulteaux. Bernice had a profound impact on my journey and also became a source of affirmation and strength over the years.  
[image: ]However one might feel about colonialism and the fact that Canada is a constitutional monarchy, the woman of leadership and service that the Queen was during her 70-year reign has become a source of inspiration to me.  A nonpartisan head of state, she was not able to be political or make policy.  Whatever role kings and queens have played in colonization she was not at liberty to make reparation without the British state. 
This morning I’m pleased to be enroute to Regina, then on to Carry the Kettle reserve to celebrate Bernice’s life, mourn her death, and to remember our faith that death is not the end.  Bernice always celebrated my ministry, encouraged me, prayed for me, and taught me some valuable lessons about what’s important along the way. I couldn’t be happier I made it home in time to be present on behalf of the church to mark this crossing over.  Sunrise reflections on lives well lived.

A gift of belonging to a church is that the practice of gathering together for worship … to pray, sing, listen to scripture and share how God touches our lives – helps us grow in deeper relationship with God and each other. We are offering this practice of sharing beyond Sunday morning to deepen our connection. Each week you are offered a picture, a scripture and a question for contemplation, as well as a short reflection for you to contemplate, have conversation with people in your life and/or join an online conversation on our Rockwood Stone Facebook page.
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