Contemplation and Conversation: World Food Sunday, October 16, 2022
[image: ]Scripture: Luke 18 :1-8 https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2018%3A1-8&version=NRSVUE 
1 Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose heart. 2 He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor had respect for people. 3 In that city there was a widow who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Grant me justice against my accuser.’ 4 For a while he refused, but later he said to himself, ‘Though I have no fear of God and no respect for anyone, 5 yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will grant her justice, so that she may not wear me out by continually coming.’ ” 6 And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. 7 And will not God grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long in helping them? 8 I tell you, he will quickly grant justice to them. And yet, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?”
From Rev. Heather Leffler:
I always believed this passage was about prayer. Jesus is urging us to be persistent in our prayers, just as the widow was persistent in seeking justice. Unlike the unjust judge, Jesus promises us that God will respond to our prayers.
As we reflected on Jesus’ words at Faith, Food, Friendship and Fun on Friday evening, I had the strong sense that Jesus isn’t just calling us to pray. We are being called to protest too – to stand with people who struggle with food insecurity, those who are homelessness and refugees, people who experience discrimination, the unemployed and underemployed, people caught in war and violent situations, those who suffer from mental illnesses. Protest is not something I am comfortable with. I worry that protests can get out of hand, that instead of helping people they will divide communities and yet there are times when we need to add our voice to be in solidarity with people who aren’t being heard.
I know I will still resist joining large crowds, but I definitely feel called to act for others. This might take the form of making a donation or writing letter, attending a council meeting or taking time to talk to a homeless person on the street. It can be about learning more about Canada’s Truth and Reconciliation Calls to Action or speaking up when we hear someone share homophobic or racist comments. And when we don’t have the courage to take action, we can pray and trust that God will act where we can’t.
Contemplation and Conversation
Who might you be called to pray for?
Where might you be called to protest?
Prayer
Faithful God, we trust you answer our prayers.
Show us when to pray for people in need.
Give us the courage to seek justice for all your people. Amen.
Know you are a valued part of our Rockwood and Stone United Church families. 

Our Rockwood Stone Family
If you missed today’s worship service, email rockwoodstoneuc@gmail.com for a YouTube link.
Thank you to everyone who shared pictures for our Offer Praise of Celebrating 160 years at Stone: 
Friday October 21 at 12 noon at Rockwood, join the Southwell family for lunch and a time of remembering. At 1 pm join us for the Celebration of Life of Jeannie Southwell.

From Stephen Jackson, Anishnabeg Outreach 
If you are interested in a delicious Indigenous culinary experience, our partner Neighbourhood Group of Companies (Borealis, Wooly Pub, etc.) is hosting an Indigenous feast at their Miijidaa Indigenous themed restaurant in Guelph on Monday, October 17th from 6-9 pm. There are a limited number of tickets left if you are interested in participating in this unique culinary experience and a poster of the event is attached.
NGC is a fabulous partner of ours and helps us move the needle on reconciliation by helping us plant and gather food at the reconciliation garden and sponsoring a number of events to help raise funds for Indigenous people living in the region. Perhaps the most valued aspect of our relationship is their use of their platform and brand to help raise awareness on reconciliation to achieve reconciliation-based outcomes. They walk with us as family instead of simply being an ally. We are very thankful of this partnership.
All of the proceeds from this dinner will be donated to AO to help support our unfunded Spirit Bundle program. Last year, through this program, we delivered over a million dollars worth of food, clothing, winter wear, sports equipment, traditional medicines and supplies to Indigenous families in need. This program costs AO approximately $250,000 a year to operate and supports more than 450 Indigenous families living in the region (or 1200 people) who may become homeless without this support. We currently rely on donations or money we earn through training to operate this essential program.
Please use the following link to purchase tickets to the dinner:
https://www.exploretock.com/miijidaa-cafe-bistro-guelph/experience/364756/october-17th-ao-harvest-fundraiser?date=2022-10-17&size=2&time=12%3A00 
We hope you can attend this event. I am excited about the menu.
If you are unable to attend or get one of the few remaining tickets but still want to support our Spirit Bundle program, please consider making a donation to AO. This month, we will have charity pumpkins available by making a donation and just picking up one of the pumpkins we grew in our reconciliation garden. Simply make a donation on our website and come to the reconciliation garden or AO and get your charity pumpkin at no cost other than the donation. Charity receipts will be issued for eligible donations. Now that orange shirt day has passed, proudly display your orange reconciliation charity pumpkins. Send pictures of your carved pumpkin masterpieces to AO social media for a chance to win a prize.
Thank you for your support.
Stephen Jackson, M.A.Sc.
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Description automatically generated with medium confidence]God of all peoples,
Creator of a grand cosmos and tiny infants,
Source of nurture and creation, 
you call us into relationship with each other.
We remain in our own judgment
when we turn away from those of us who suffer
in the midst of affluence and pandemic
and the struggle to survive.
Open us to the cries of others
and our hearts to your persuasive Spirit.
May we acknowledge the needs among us
and advocate for the fair distribution of resources.
May we learn the politics of justice and adequacy,
that we may act with justice,
love kindness, and walk with humility.
Today we remember all who struggle to survive.
We specifically hold in our hearts
low-income racialized communities,
who have experienced the most challenges with COVID.
We pray for our political leaders,
that they act with compassion
as they are asked to give leadership
to implement a guaranteed livable income.
Remind us, Holy Wisdom, that through your love
we encounter in each person, friend, or stranger
Christ’s light and love in the world.
Grant that we may promote the justice and acceptance
that enables peace, a true shalom.
Help us to remember that we are one world and one family.
Amen
― Rev. Susan Eagle, Chair, Shining Waters Social and Ecological Justice Commission, with Barry Rieder, Jane Finch Community Ministry
Dear Guaranteed Livable Income Supporters,
As the International Day for the Eradication of Poverty approaches (October 17), we wanted to reach out and share with you some updates and encourage your participation.
Currently, we are seeing a growing number of municipalities (Moncton, St. John’s …) signing resolutions in support of a Guaranteed Livable Income (GLI) with active United Church involvement in some campaigns. Is your city/town considering this? Is there a local effort to connect with?
A bill, S-233, to develop a national framework for a Guaranteed Livable Basic Income is currently in Second Reading in the Senate and has also been introduced into the House of Parliament, C-223. To learn more and show your support, you can go to UBI website. https://www.ubiworks.ca/ 
This coming Sunday, the eve of the International Day for the Eradication of Poverty is an excellent opportunity to draw attention to the call for a Guaranteed Livable Income (GLI). Worship resources are available on our worship page. As well, Ellie and Clarke Topp of Bells Corners United Church drafted a “Minute for Social Action” on the GLI for their service on Sunday and offer it for your use too. If you would like to receive a copy via email, please email me (lneale@united-church.ca).
Let’s keep working towards a Guaranteed Livable Income. If you wish to become more active, please reach out and we can connect you with a GLI network member and let you know about national monthly meetings. Also good to connect with local/provincial network of Basic Income Canada.
Blessings,
Lori Neale, for the GLI Network
lneale@united-church.ca

A gift of belonging to a church is that the practice of gathering together for worship … to pray, sing, listen to scripture and share how God touches our lives – helps us grow in deeper relationship with God and each other. We are offering this practice of sharing beyond Sunday morning to deepen our connection. Each week you are offered a picture, a scripture and a question for contemplation, as well as a short reflection for you to contemplate, have conversation with people in your life and/or join an online conversation on our Rockwood Stone Facebook page.
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