Contemplation and Conversation: New Year’s Day, January 1, 2023
Scripture: Matthew 2:1-12 CEV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+2%3A1-12&version=CEV 
From Rev. Heather Leffler:
Did you know the men from Persia were not kings but most likely scientists – astrologers – and possibly Zoroastrian priests? Did you know that it may have been two years after Jesus’ birth when they arrived in Jerusalem? Did you know that the only reason we think there were three of them was because they brought three gifts. These men knew the stars in the sky. When they recognized a new star, they searched scriptures and prophecies. It was in the Hebrew prophecies that they learned of a king that was to come to the Jews. Moved beyond the scientific facts they trusted that God was doing a new thing.
When they found the holy family, they were moved to worship this child of peasants, even as they ignored Herod the current king in Jerusalem. Their gifts gold for a king, frankincense for divinity and myrrh for death foretold what Jesus and his family would face. Before they had reached their home, Mary, Joseph and Jesus would be refugees fleeing to Egypt.
Even as we celebrate the New Year, I am reminded that God’s kingdom is coming but there are still people around the world seeking refuge, hungry and hungering for justice. I give thanks that again and again the Spirit invites me to see past my own life to be a part of bringing comfort and healing to others and sometimes to challenge the structures and practices that keep people on the margins. 
Contemplation and Conversation
Where might the Spirit be inviting you to make a difference in the coming year?
Prayer
God of all people and places, help us to follow your Spirit.
Teach us to discern where we can offer comfort and peace
and when our loving response must be speaking out for justice so your kingdom can come. Amen.
Everyday Activity as a Spiritual Practice
Often we give donations at the end of the year, in gratitude for Jesus’ birth and as we think of tax season. Consider using the envelope from your nativity or sending an etransfer to support one of our partners who are making a difference for those who are seeking refuge each day.

Further Conversation … Would you like to talk more about today’s reflection? Email Heather at hleffler@rogers.com. 

Our Rockwood Stone Family
If you missed today’s worship service, you can watch it on YouTube here: https://youtu.be/8eGe27Hix4I 
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After Mary, Joseph, the shepherds, and the angel have been placed just so, Jesus is finally laid gingerly in the manger. There’s always a sacred pause at that moment, the moment when we are reminded that the power of all creation became one with us and changed the world through the most vulnerable among us.
The story of Jesus’ birth serves as a reminder that the Spirit speaks to us through the voices of those who are on the margins―those without power, privilege, and influence.
Through Mission & Service, we as a United Church commit to support those on the margins. Whether in our advocacy work, emergency response, or justice programming, your generosity helps us collectively act in the way of Jesus.
As a church, we are transformed in the process, learning from our partners and growing in our call. As our Creed says, “We believe in God: who has created and is creating…the Word made flesh, to reconcile and make new, who works in us and others by the Spirit.”
At its heart, Christmas is a celebration of new life through the birth of a child, the most vulnerable of beings. It’s ultimately a story about hope. Hope that the Spirit will come to life even in the most challenging times and that something sacred will be born anew because of it.
“I have hope that what Jesus promised us is true. Hope that wherever two or three of us are gathered in the name of Creator that our prayers will be heard…. When we stay in the place of hope, we are creative and can solve problems really, really well. Thanks be to the Creator for that because, together, we have some work to do,” says Moderator Carmen Lansdowne.
If you haven’t already, please consider giving to our Christmas appeal(opens in a new tab). Thank you for your generosity through Mission & Service―and for all the work that can be done and all the hope that is born as a result.
May God’s wonder and grace enfold you and those you love this Christmas season.

A gift of belonging to a church is that the practice of gathering together for worship … to pray, sing, listen to scripture and share how God touches our lives – helps us grow in deeper relationship with God and each other. We are offering this practice of sharing beyond Sunday morning to deepen our connection. Each week you are offered a picture, a scripture and a question for contemplation, as well as a short reflection for you to contemplate, have conversation with people in your life and/or join an online conversation on our Rockwood Stone Facebook page.
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