Contemplation and Conversation: 
Easter Sunday, April 9, 2023
Scripture: – Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 NRSVUE https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%20118%3A1-2%2CPsalm%20118%3A14-24&version=NRSVUE
1 O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
    his steadfast love endures forever!
2 Let Israel say,
    “His steadfast love endures forever.”
14 The Lord is my strength and my might;
    he has become my salvation.
15 There are glad songs of victory in the tents of the righteous:
     “The right hand of the Lord does valiantly;
16 the right hand of the Lord is exalted;
    the right hand of the Lord does valiantly.”
17 I shall not die, but I shall live
    and recount the deeds of the Lord.
18 The Lord has punished me severely,
    but he did not give me over to death.
19 Open to me the gates of righteousness,
    that I may enter through them
    and give thanks to the Lord.
20 This is the gate of the Lord;
    the righteous shall enter through it.
21 I thank you that you have answered me
    and have become my salvation.
22 The stone that the builders rejected
    has become the chief cornerstone.
23 This is the Lord’s doing;
    it is marvelous in our eyes.
24 This is the day that the Lord has made;
    let us rejoice and be glad in it.
From Rev. Heather Leffler:
Alleluia! Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!
Jesus knew Judas would betray him. He could have escaped the city, but he stayed. The world condemned him to death and he asked God to forgive them. From Friday to Sunday his family and friends mourned. When the women returned with the news of the empty tomb, the disciples could scarcely take in what they heard but it was true. Jesus had risen from the dead.
The hope of the resurrection is that in life, in death and in life beyond death we are embraced in God’s mercy, forgiveness and steadfast love. In our gratitude, our only response can be to reflect that mercy, forgiveness and love to the world.
Contemplation and Conversation
What does Jesus’ resurrection mean to you?
Prayer
God of grace, help us to remember daily that Christ is risen.
May our everyday actions in a challenging world reflect 
our thankfulness for your mercy, forgiveness, 
and steadfast love. Amen.

Further Conversation … Would you like to talk more about today’s reflection? Email Heather at hleffler@rogers.com. 

Our Rockwood Stone Family
If you missed today’s worship service, visit our Rockwood Stone YouTube page.
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A gift of belonging to a church is that the practice of gathering together for worship … to pray, sing, listen to scripture and share how God touches our lives – helps us grow in deeper relationship with God and each other. We are offering this practice of sharing beyond Sunday morning to deepen our connection. Each week you are offered a picture, a scripture and a question for contemplation, as well as a short reflection for you to contemplate, have conversation with people in your life and/or join an online conversation on our Rockwood Stone Facebook page.
