Contemplation and Conversation: 
2nd Sunday of Easter, April 16, 2023
[image: ]Scripture: – 1 Peter 1:3-9 NRSVUE  https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Peter%201%3A3‌-9&version=NRSVUE
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead 4 and into an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5 who are being protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In this you rejoice, even if now for a little while you have had to suffer various trials, 7 so that the genuineness of your faith—being more precious than gold that, though perishable, is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8 Although you have not seen him, you love him, and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, 9 for you are receiving the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.
From Rev. Heather Leffler
In worship this morning, I invited people to share what resurrection means to them with a neighbour. After Easter alleluias are stilled, I expect most of us don’t spend a lot of time pondering the resurrection. Yet Jesus rising from the dead is what brings us together. It assures us that God continues to be active in the world through the Holy Spirit. It is Jesus’ resurrection that allows us to say with confidence – God is with us in life, in death, in life beyond death. We are not alone. Thanks be to God.
The resurrection is the reason we continue to gather on Sundays and through the week to learn and grow, love and support each other as Christ’s church. The resurrection is what invites us to believe we can make a difference in our communities and the world by supporting our partners – Anishnabeg Outreach, Canadian Foodgrains Bank, Rural Women’s Support Program and East Wellington Community Services and the many other places each of us volunteers our time and resources. 
When Jesus rose from the dead, he never promised us that there would be no more wars, suffering or death. What he promised us is that when we experience struggles, broken relationships, illness and even death, we will be refined. The challenges of life, like the refiner’s fire, will burn away our impurities and strengthen us. This image frees us from striving to be perfect and assure us that God receives us as we are, using us and all of our experiences – good and nots so good to enrich – one another. 
Contemplation and Conversation
What does the resurrection mean to you?
Prayer
God of Resurrection and new life, help us open ourselves to the possibilities
 you see for us, our churches and the world.
May we share the good news that whatever is happening in our lives,
you are with us and use us to share your love with the world. Amen. 

Further Conversation … Would you like to talk more about today’s reflection? Email Heather at hleffler@rogers.com. 

Our Rockwood Stone Family
If you missed today’s worship service, visit our Rockwood Stone YouTube page – https://youtu.be/pBmghgcdI64 
The WOW video can be found at https://youtu.be/_LKqXKlxUpQ .
If you were not able to join us for Dr. Kirstin Graham, DVM’s An Ounce of Prevention is Worth a Pound of Cure you can find it at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aFfUcgaGOs0 .
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We invite all faith communities to be part of the movement and join with faith communities across the country in:
Earth Week 2023 – Together for the Love of Creation
During the week of April 16 – 23, engage in a climate justice activity…praying, learning, acting.
Coming together for the love of creation is a way to connect, grow, listen, inspire hope and affect change. Your activity could be visibly joining a community-wide event or creating something new. This is a chance to reach out to other faith communities and neighbours in your climate justice initiatives.
Change takes all of us. Each action brings hope.
Let’s make hope visible across the country.
Mark Earth Week in a way that reflects and challenges your community. Some ideas to get you started…
Praying:  Include special prayers in your service. Hold a prayer service in creation.
Learning: Hold an open house to share the greening efforts on your property.  Host a Faithful Climate Conversation. Invite a speaker (e.g. a youth or Indigenous COP delegate, or a local Indigenous land or water protector)
Acting:  Meet with elected officials about climate policy.  Organize a collective carbon footprint audit. Participate in Indigenous-led land based activity. Share what your community of faith is doing for Earth Week on social and use the hashtag #FLCPrayLearnAct2023.
Check out all the wonderful Earth Week events going on in your area by visiting the map on the For the Love of Creation website. https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=68991bf96f&e=3913501fc3 
Change takes all of us, but every action builds hope for climate justice! Keep the conversation going and get inspired by subscribing to the Climate Justice newsletter https://united-church.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ff2087d5fde243a770ed893a8&id=4865fa7379&e=3913501fc3 .
If you have questions, contact flc.pac@gmail.com.

A gift of belonging to a church is that the practice of gathering together for worship … to pray, sing, listen to scripture and share how God touches our lives – helps us grow in deeper relationship with God and each other. We are offering this practice of sharing beyond Sunday morning to deepen our connection. Each week you are offered a picture, a scripture and a question for contemplation, as well as a short reflection for you to contemplate, have conversation with people in your life and/or join an online conversation on our Rockwood Stone Facebook page.
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You are invited...
L6BTQ Community and Allies
Dinner and Discussion
Sat. April 29, 2023

Mingling starts at 6 pm
Dinner starts promptly at 6:30 pm

Please bring food for yourself. We will
provide coffee and tea.

Cait Glasson will talk about ways of
confronting transphobia and hate in the
Waterloo Region.

Parkminster United Church
275 Erb St. E., Waterloo

for more information, e-mail
eforde@sentex.ca
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Earth Week 2023
Together for the Love of Creation
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