Contemplation and Conversation: 
8th Sunday after Pentecost, July 27, 2023
Scripture: – Genesis 28:10-19a NRSVUE https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%2028%3A10-19&version=NRSVUE 
[image: ]From Rev. Heather Leffler:
Why Jacob? From the beginning, he was grasping on his brother Esau’s heal as they were born. Favoured by their father Isaac, Esau was a skilled hunter. Jacob loved by his mother Rebekah, stayed close to her, learning to cook and seeking ways to get ahead of Esau. 
One day when Jacob was preparing a mouth-watering stew, Esau came in from hunting famished. Jacob would only exchange the stew for Esau’s birthright. Then when their father was about to die Jacob and Rebekah tricked Isaac into thinking Jacob was Esau. By the time Esau came in from hunting with the savoury food Isaac had asked for, he had eaten the stew Rebekah had prepared and blessed Jacob who was wearing his brother’s best clothes and skins of kids, so his arms and neck felt like Esau’s.
Esau was enraged with his brother, so Jacob fled and slept on the road to Haran. With a rock for his head he met God in his dream and was promised that his children would inherit the promise God made to Abraham. I have always wondered why God would choose Jacob the trickster over his earnest brother Esau.
Fr. Richard Rohr says that God often chooses people who have been in trouble or seem small to serve God. Moses was a murderer. God chose David when he was just a boy and then David committed adultery and had Bathsheba’s husband killed. Samuel, Jeremiah and Mary were all very young. Fr. Rohr calls it ‘divine usability’. God chooses people who walked through their own wrongness or littleness to come to a place where they could faithfully serve God.
Jacob’s story tells us that whatever we have thought, said or done to let God down or hurt ourselves or others, God can use our experience to make a positive difference in the world.
Contemplation and Conversation
When have you said or done something that you were ashamed of or sorry for 
and then discovered that God used your experience to help someone else?
Prayer
Holy One, we know we are chosen not because of our goodness,
but because of your faithfulness, love and forgiveness.
Help us face our short comings and littleness 
so that we can use our experiences to offer hope and possibilities to others. Amen. 

Further Conversation … Would you like to talk more about today’s reflection? Email Heather at hleffler@rogers.com. 

Our Rockwood Stone Family
If you missed today’s worship service, visit our Rockwood Stone YouTube page.

[bookmark: _Hlk56335413]United Church of Canada Published On: June 6, 2023
Feature on Forbes.com describes the company as “new and innovative” and “offering a tangible solution” to the climate and housing crisis.
Kindred Works was created as an independent company by The United Church of Canada (UCCan) to repurpose their properties as a response to Canada’s housing crisis. Church properties are developed and managed as beautiful, sustainable, and attainable rental housing and shared spaces, built to meet broad community needs and promote sustainability. 
The Forbes article(opens in a new tab), written by Afdhel Aziz, co-founder of Conspiracy of Love and Good is the New Cool, notes that Kindred Works has 25 active projects in progress across Canada, some of which preserve the heritage church building on the site. These represent more than 3,000 new two- and three-bed rental units. Another 5,000 units are in the planning stages. Essentially, Kindred Works is building a portfolio of mixed-income rental housing and gathering spaces across the country, with a goal to create homes for 34,000 people in the next 15 years. 
“This model of housing doesn’t address the most vulnerable, but it keeps middle income families from falling into housing insecurity, and frees up affordable housing for those who need it most,” says Moderator The Right Rev. Carmen Landsdowne. “As a family who has lost housing in the secondary rental market more than once in the past decade, which was stressful for us as parents but really stressful on our children, I’m especially grateful for Kindred Works creating more two- and three-bedroom units, which is so desperately needed in the secured rental market.” 
This model provides much-needed housing to Canadians while addressing the key challenges of affordability, climate, safety, and inclusivity. 
Moderator Carmen Lansdowne stated, “I am so pleased that Kindred Works is pushing the boundaries of the status quo, which really doesn’t think about the end user—the renter,” she says, adding “Creating a business model that seeks a triple bottom line of housing justice, climate resilience, and corporate growth will be good for the Canadian housing market. It’s a bold move, one that dares to say ‘we can do better,’ which is exactly the type of investment The United Church of Canada should be making.” 
[image: ]Find out more about Kindred Works projects across Canada.
Artist’s rendering of proposed development at St. Luke’s United, downtown Toronto 
Credit: Kindred Works

A gift of belonging to a church is that the practice of gathering together for worship … to pray, sing, listen to scripture and share how God touches our lives – helps us grow in deeper relationship with God and each other. We are offering this practice of sharing beyond Sunday morning to deepen our connection. Each week you are offered a picture, a scripture and a question for contemplation, as well as a short reflection for you to contemplate, have conversation with people in your life and/or join an online conversation on our Rockwood Stone Facebook page.
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