Contemplation and Conversation: 9th Sunday after Pentecost, July 30, 2023
Scripture: – Romans 8:26-39 NRSVUE https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans%208%3A26-39&version=NRSVUE 
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Description automatically generated]26 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness, for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with groanings too deep for words. 27 And God, who searches hearts, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God.
28 We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called according to his purpose. 29 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large family. 30 And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.
31 What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? 32 He who did not withhold his own Son but gave him up for all of us, how will he not with him also give us everything else? 33 Who will bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is to condemn? It is Christ who died, or rather, who was raised, who is also at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us. 35 Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will affliction or distress or persecution or famine or nakedness or peril or sword? 36 As it is written,
“For your sake we are being killed all day long;
    we are accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.”
37 No, in all these things we are more than victorious through him who loved us. 38 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
From Rev. Heather Leffler:
I don’t remember this passage of scripture from Sunday School or church when I was young, but over time it has become more and more meaningful for me. What a gift to have the Spirit and Jesus interceding for us and to know that nothing can separate us from the love of God. 
I remember becoming aware that when I thought of someone I hadn’t seen in a long time, it wouldn’t be long until I met them in person or heard of them from someone else. Praying this passage in a Week of Guided Prayer, I sensed that this was the Spirit praying in me – reminding me of people I cared about when I was about to reconnect with them. Now when someone I haven’t seen comes to mind, I trust the Spirit is inviting me to take time to intentionally pray for them.
At funerals, I know there are people who have been hurt by the way words of scripture were used in church. I long to offer them comfort and hope I have found in knowing God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit. I share verses 37-39 praying they will hear Paul’s assurance that nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Contemplation and Conversation
Is there someone the Spirit is inviting you to pray for?
Prayer
God, you are Holy Mystery and Wholly Love.
Thank you for your Spirit who prays through us
and for the assurance that nothing can separate us
from your love. Amen. 

Further Conversation … Would you like to talk more about today’s reflection? Email Heather at hleffler@rogers.com. 

Our Rockwood Stone Family
If you missed today’s worship service, you can watch it here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sdpiWs08c4M .
Thank you to Liz Guthrie, Patty Lancaster and Paul May for their music for Offering Praise: https://youtu.be/hSEsDWioqvA 
Sunday August 6th at Stone, bring items from your garden that you would like to share with others at our Harvest Table located in the kitchen.  After the service, feel free to take produce for yourself or for others in the community whether you brought items or not.  Produce left over will be donated to local charitable organizations.  Any monetary donations will be given to the Canadian Foodgrains Bank.

[bookmark: _Hlk56335413]United Church of Canada 
Thank you for helping to give youth the space to learn and grow.
Published On: June 9, 2023
The Zimbabwe Council of Churches will be hosting an annual three-day youth leadership development program in 2023.
In partnership with Mission and Service, the program will host 50 youth from 10 provinces to increase young people’s knowledge and skills as active citizens. Through involvement and education around policy reforms, electoral and budgetary processes, natural resource governance, and peace-building, youth will gain skills in nation-building processes.
The young people will take their skills and experiences from the program to their churches and communities. They will have the knowledge and resources to create their own plans of action, and opportunities to regularly meet or check in with other attendees.
The Zimbabwe Council of Churches will continue to engage young people in all of its programming to ensure the voices of youth are represented and heard.
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Description automatically generated]Your gifts to Mission and Service help develop and continue programs where young people can flourish. Thank you for helping to give youth the space to learn and grow.

A gift of belonging to a church is that the practice of gathering together for worship … to pray, sing, listen to scripture and share how God touches our lives – helps us grow in deeper relationship with God and each other. We are offering this practice of sharing beyond Sunday morning to deepen our connection. Each week you are offered a picture, a scripture and a question for contemplation, as well as a short reflection for you to contemplate, have conversation with people in your life and/or join an online conversation on our Rockwood Stone Facebook page.
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