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Description automatically generated]Contemplation and Conversation: 4th Sunday of Creation Time, September 24, 2023

Scripture: – Matthew 28:1–10 NRSVUE https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/‌?search=Matthew+28%3A1%E2%80%9310&version=NRSVUE
From Rev. Heather Leffler:
How does the Easter story connect with rivers? Rivers give us life. That Easter morning as the earth quaked and broke open the tomb, new life was unleashed. From the heart of the earth, Jesus emerged to fulfil God’s promise that he would be with us always to the end of the earth.
We cannot live without water. For millennia, people have built their homes along the banks of rivers. The rich soil deposited at the deltas has grown crops. The waters have quenched thirst, cleansed, provided transportation, power, food and so much more. 
Unfortunately we have taken fresh water for granted and not always paid attention to our impact on the water. We have dammed rivers and polluted them through waste from living, industry and mining. 
Growing up along the Grand River, my first glimpse of the St. Lawrence was astounding. The Grand didn’t seem quite so grand anymore. When my mother was a child, the water at Kaufman’s Flats where she, her siblings and cousins played was full of garbage and discoloured from pollution. I am grateful that we continue to make changes to the way we live that are helping to restore the Grand and other rivers. Instead of seeing the river as something to be used we are recognizing it as a gift from God – a system we are part of that we need to care for so that in can sustain life for us.
Contemplation and Conversation
Where does the water in your tap come from?
How can you care for the water that gives you life?
Prayer
God of the river, we give thanks that you are the sustainer of all life.
Help us to regard a simple glass of water as the miracle you intended.
As we acknowledge water as your gift to us,
may we find innovative ways to care for this most precious resource.  Amen. 

Further Conversation … Would you like to talk more about today’s reflection? Email Heather at hleffler@rogers.com. 

Our Rockwood Stone Family
If you missed today’s worship service, you can watch it here: https://youtu.be/40ZOAlXmd0Q 
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And a child will lead us: A Prayer for National Truth and Reconciliation Day
Powerful Christ,
we are grateful that you came to us as a child,
who grew out of a community that nurtured, supported, and taught you the way of your ancestors.
You have asked us to do the same:
      to treat every child as we would treat you,
      to love every person as you have loved us.
We are grateful that
      your power is rooted in love, not force;
      your strength is displayed through community, not might.
You have taught us to work toward a better world where all of creation thrives,
      and where every child matters.
On this Orange Shirt Day,
we remember Phyllis Webstad as a child,
and the stolen childhood of all the children forcibly raised by church-run institutions, known as residential schools.
We lament how these institutions
      stole from children the opportunity to grow in a safe and loving environment,
      stole from Elders the opportunity to share their teachings and wisdom with younger
            generations; and stole from communities the opportunity to live intergenerationally.
We mourn the children who never made it home,
      the communities that were destroyed,
      the broken hearts,
      the stories never shared, and
      the shattered relationships.
We ask that you provide
      comfort to all who are seeking healing and who daily wrestle with the ongoing harmful legacy of
            these colonial institutions,
      strength to all who name how colonial powers have harmed us as peoples and as a nation;
            often at great personal cost, and
      courage to all who are working toward reconciliation.
Christ Child,
As you grew, you reminded us to always welcome and care for children.
We remember your children today.
We lament and acknowledge the sinful ways that colonial powers tried to eradicate Indigenous cultures within Canada,
      breaking Indigenous families,
      removing children from their homes while destroying communities.
And we pray for healing,
so that we who live together in this country
      can also work together to build a better future
      where all children are cherished, beloved, and given what they need to thrive.
So that we may treat all children as we would treat you, our Beloved.
May it be so.
Amen.
A gift of belonging to a church is that the practice of gathering together for worship … to pray, sing, listen to scripture and share how God touches our lives – helps us grow in deeper relationship with God and each other. We are offering this practice of sharing beyond Sunday morning to deepen our connection. Each week you are offered a picture, a scripture and a question for contemplation, as well as a short reflection for you to contemplate, have conversation with people in your life and/or join an online conversation on our Rockwood Stone Facebook page.
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