Contemplation and Conversation: Palm/Passion Sunday, March 24, 2024
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Scripture – Philippians 2:5-11 NRSVUE https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians%202%3A5-11&version=NRSVUE 
5 Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
6 who, though he existed in the form of God,
    did not regard equality with God
    as something to be grasped,
7 but emptied himself,
    taking the form of a slave,
    assuming human likeness.
And being found in appearance as a human,
8     he humbled himself
    and became obedient to the point of death—
    even death on a cross.
9 Therefore God exalted him even more highly
    and gave him the name
    that is above every other name,
10 so that at the name given to Jesus
    every knee should bend,
    in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
11 and every tongue should confess
    that Jesus Christ is Lord,
    to the glory of God the Father.
From Brian Mack
We live in a world where people often seem to be mean spirited, lacking in tolerance for each other, and filled with jealousy. Skepticism abounds as people argue over what is right or wrong, what is just and what is unjust, who is entitled to a great share of wealth and who is not, and who is destined to lead and who should follow based on their status in society.
Go back to the time when Paul is languishing in a prison cell. He receives a gift from the people of Philippi. As he sets out to write a letter of thanks to them, his thoughts turn to the problems of the early church at that location. Those problems centred around disunity of purpose and involved petty quarrels about ritual and doctrine. Some people had ceased working together as jealousy and envy set in.  
In a spirit of gentleness, Paul offers a solution to their discontent beginning with the words, “Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus.” The remaining verses offer a description of the uniqueness of the life of Jesus Christ rooted always in humility. As members of the church and of the wider community, Paul’s words encourage us to be of like disposition and temperament. Thanks be to God.
Contemplation and Conversation
How can you follow the voice of God through the example set by Jesus?
Prayer
Holy One, we give you thanks for your son, Jesus Christ.  
Help us to live with humility and to have a peaceful attitude toward all people. Amen. 

Further Conversation … Would you like to talk more about today’s reflection? Email Heather at hleffler@rogers.com. 

Our Rockwood Stone Family
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Dear Guaranteed Livable Income supporters,
Thank you for your support and interest in the call for a Guaranteed Livable Income. Your action is needed.
Please join the Moderator in writing to members of the Senate Standing Committee on National Finance, and urge them to support Bill S-233. 
As we understand it, Bill S-233 is one vote away from passing in committee.
Time is of the essence, Senator Percy Mockler, the Chair of the Committee, who supports basic income, and has pushed for Bill S-233 to be studied and passed is 74 and turns 75 April 14, the mandatory age of retirement. And the incoming chair may not be as favourable. Sen Mockler can call a vote once he is confident in the votes.  
Call to Action:
Please send an email to the Senate committee members urging them to “Support Bill S-233 and send to third reading”. The email list is below. In the email, introduce yourself, share a few words about why you support Guaranteed Livable Income and what impact it could have, and you may also mention you are a member of The United Church of Canada and your church stands in support of a Guaranteed Livable Income. You can read the Moderator’s letter to the Senate at this link.
 “We call for a guaranteed livable income that implements a structure of justice-making and justice-keeping that no longer excuses, rationalizes, and tolerates poverty. We call for a system that expresses a fundamental, fair level of income security for all.”
– Moderator Right Rev Dr. Carmen Lansdowne
To date, 32,000 Canadians have signed a petition posted by UBI Works calling for Senators to support Bill S-233. Have you? Have your friends? The petition can be shared on social media and asks others to sign it too. 
Please cc: takeaction@united-church.ca on your emails.
Let’s make history happen.
Lori Neale
for The United Church of Canada Guaranteed Livable Network
Chairs: Barry Morris and Ann McRae

A gift of belonging to a church is that the practice of gathering together for worship … to pray, sing, listen to scripture and share how God touches our lives – helps us grow in deeper relationship with God and each other. We are offering this practice of sharing beyond Sunday morning to deepen our connection. Each week you are offered a picture, a scripture and a question for contemplation, as well as a short reflection for you to contemplate, have conversation with people in your life and/or join an online conversation on our Rockwood Stone Facebook page.
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