Contemplation and Conversation: 5th Sunday of Easter, April 28, 2024
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Scripture – 1 John 4:7-21 NRSVUE https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+4%3A7-21+&version=NRSVUE 
7 Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from God; everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, for God is love. 9 God’s love was revealed among us in this way: God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through him. 10 In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11 Beloved, since God loved us so much, we also ought to love one another. 12 No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us, and his love is perfected in us.
13 By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 14 And we have seen and do testify that the Father has sent his Son as the Savior of the world. 15 God abides in those who confess that Jesus is the Son of God, and they abide in God. 16 So we have known and believe the love that God has for us.
[bookmark: _Hlk163121516]God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. 17 Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, because as he is, so are we in this world. 18 There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not reached perfection in love. 19 We love because he first loved us. 20 Those who say, “I love God,” and hate a brother or sister are liars, for those who do not love a brother or sister, whom they have seen, cannot love God, whom they have not seen. 21 The commandment we have from him is this: those who love God must love their brothers and sisters also.
From Rev. Heather Leffler
These words can offer us comfort and hope. Perfect love casts out fear, urges us to love others as Jesus loves us so that we do not need to be afraid of anything. 
We live in a world where there are many things to be afraid of … war and violence, world politics and economics, loss of jobs, illness, accidents, aging and death. Reading that perfect love casts out fear might leave us struggling with whether we have enough faith instead of bringing us hope.
John invites us to see it is when we separate ourselves from others because they are different, that fear finds its way into our lives. When like Jesus, we meet people where they are, we can find compassion and love for each other.
Contemplation and Conversation
What does it mean to live in God?
Prayer
Compassionate God, we give you thanks that 
you offer us hope in a turbulent world.
Help us to have an inclusive heart and
to break down barriers that separate us
from our neighbors. Amen.

Further Conversation … Would you like to talk more about today’s reflection? Email Heather at hleffler@rogers.com. 

Our Rockwood Stone Family
Thank you to everyone who participated in our Affirming Celebration worship: https://youtu.be/l0Yo7e0cb1I 
Thank you to Brent Stiles, Claire Stiles, Gord Carothers, Helen Smith, Heather Leffler, John Leffler, Lisa Leffler, and Liz Guthrie for sharing their pictures of the celebration: https://youtu.be/q_fYJrlJx_I
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A gift of belonging to a church is that the practice of gathering together for worship … to pray, sing, listen to scripture and share how God touches our lives – helps us grow in deeper relationship with God and each other. We are offering this practice of sharing beyond Sunday morning to deepen our connection. Each week you are offered a picture, a scripture and a question for contemplation, as well as a short reflection for you to contemplate, have conversation with people in your life and/or join an online conversation on our Rockwood Stone Facebook page.
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April 16, 2024

Rockwood-Stone United Church Pastoral Charge
119 Harris Street,
Rockwood, ON NOB 2K0

Dear Friends of Rockwood-Stone United Church Pastoral Charge,

I'm sorry that I'm not able to be with you in person, as you gather to celebrate becoming an Affirming
Ministry. This is a wonderful day for you, and for the whole United Church of Canada, as you proudly
and publicly celebrate the full participation of people of diverse sexual orientations and gender
identities/expressions in the life and work of your ministry.

For a long time, the United Church of Canada has believed that a vital part of following Jesus’ Way is to
recognize that every person is a beloved child of God, and is deserving of respect and inclusion. It has
taken us almost as long a time to move that understanding from our thinking to our living. As
individuals, and as a community of faith, you have started that hard work of becoming more inclusive —
through study, self-reflection, exploration of mission and ministry, and discerning the Holy Spirit’s
nudging. In coming to this day, you’ve committed yourselves to continue to the joyful work of
recognizing the space that Christ has made at the table, and making sure that all who wish to sit there
are welcome participants in the feast!

| am singing and dancing, “Alleluia, thanks be to God,” for each and every one of you, today. Through
and in your ministry, Jesus’ work of justice and healing continues, not just this day, but into the future.

| hope that you are celebrating well! In becoming an Affirming Ministry, you have taken another step,
and helped the wider United Church of Canada take another step, on our journey of faithful witness and
service.

Almost five hundred years ago, a sister in faith, St. Theresa of Avila, wrote, “Christ has no body but
yours; no hands, no feet on earth but yours. Yours are the eyes with which he looks compassion on this
world, yours are the feet with which he walks to do good. Yours are the hands, with which he blesses all
the world...” Thanks be to God that you are Christ’s body, blessing the world with compassion and
wonder and hope for all.

In celebration,
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The Right Reverend Dr. Carmen Lansdowne
Moderator / Modératrice
The United Church of Canada / L’Eglise Unie du Canada
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