Contemplation and Conversation: Sunday, June 9, 2024
Scripture – 2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1 (New Living Translation)
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+4%3A13-5%3A1+&version=NLT
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13But we continue to preach because we have the same kind of faith the psalmist had when he said, “I believed in God, so I spoke.” 14We know that God, who raised the Lord Jesus, will also raise us with Jesus and present us to himself together with you. 15All of this is for your benefit. And as God’s grace reaches more and more people, there will be great thanksgiving, and God will receive more and more glory.
16That is why we never give up. Though our bodies are dying, our spirits are being renewed every day. 17For our present troubles are small and won’t last very long. Yet they produce for us a glory that vastly outweighs them and will last forever! 18So we don’t look at the troubles we can see now; rather, we fix our gaze on things that cannot be seen. For the things we see now will soon be gone, but the things we cannot see will last forever.
5:1For we know that when this earthly tent we live in is taken down (that is, when we die and leave this earthly body), we will have a house in heaven, an eternal body made for us by God himself and not by human hands.
From Tammy Smits
Throughout my teens I worked at Elmira Deli and Donuts, often the 5am-1pm shift.  My favourite time of day was 10 am, when the group of retired men would arrive.  They would sit in the same seats every day, ordering the same donuts and drinking the same coffee in their personal mugs that were kept on a special rack on the wall. I loved listening to their banter and chatting with them about life in between serving customers.  
Anyone who has worked in the food service industry knows customer service can be challenging, and it was my first job, so I sometimes struggled when things didn’t go right.  On a particularly bad day, one of the older gents caught my arm as I went past and said “Ask yourself if this will matter in 50 years”.  It was a new concept to me, and a much-needed change of perspective.
I think Paul’s message is similar. Although as adults we have dozens of daily dilemmas thrashing around in our brains, taking up space and burning up energy, we need to remember that in the grand scheme of eternity, they are as fleeting as my coffee shop quandaries.   
We went to a celebration of life on the weekend, and it was an excellent reminder that whatever our struggles are now, they will pass, and God has provided bigger and better things ahead.
Contemplation and Conversation
Did you ever have someone lend you much-needed perspective on a bad day? Are you that person for others? 
Prayer
God, give us patience and wisdom when life is overwhelming. Help us to remember that eternity with you is worth whatever obstacles we have to endure, and give us perspective to see the big picture.

Further Conversation … Would you like to talk more about today’s reflection? Email Heather at hleffler@rogers.com. 

Our Rockwood Stone Family
If you missed today’s worship service, visit our Rockwood Stone YouTube page.
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A gift of belonging to a church is that the practice of gathering together for worship … to pray, sing, listen to scripture and share how God touches our lives – helps us grow in deeper relationship with God and each other. We are offering this practice of sharing beyond Sunday morning to deepen our connection. Each week you are offered a picture, a scripture and a question for contemplation, as well as a short reflection for you to contemplate, have conversation with people in your life and/or join an online conversation on our Rockwood Stone Facebook page.
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