Contemplation and Conversation: Sunday, June 30, 2024
6th after Pentecost
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Scripture – 2 Corinthians 8: 7-15
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+8%3A+7-15&version=NRSVUE 
7 Now as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in utmost eagerness, and in our love for you—so we want you to excel also in this generous undertaking. 
8 I do not say this as a command, but I am, by mentioning the eagerness of others, testing the genuineness of your love. 9 For you know the generous act of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that by his poverty you might become rich. 10 And in this matter I am giving my opinion: it is beneficial for you who began last year not only to do something but even to desire to do something. 11 Now finish doing it, so that your eagerness may be matched by completing it according to your means. 12 For if the eagerness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what one has, not according to what one does not have. 13 For I do not mean that there should be relief for others and hardship for you, but it is a question of equality between 14 your present abundance and their need, so that their abundance may also supply your need, in order that there may be equality. 15 As it is written,
“The one who had much did not have too much,
    and the one who had little did not have too little.”
From Brian Mack
Paul reminds us as a church about the importance of generosity.  Generosity to others is a key component of the Christian experience.  It is to be a testament to our love for one another as we seek to imitate Christ.  In 2024, do our churches live up to Paul’s standard? To help you answer this query, think of our approach to generosity as a beating heart.  Are our church pulses growing stronger or weaker?  Perhaps answering the following questions will help.
Have our churches had serious discussions about the ways in which we are supporting others? 
When we are going about our daily tasks, have we taken the opportunity to smile, share a meal, or just talk to someone?  
Have we made a conscious effort to think about how much we can budget for outreach in our community and around the world?  
Have we made note of how other congregations act in a generous way and how we might partner with them?  
Have we thought about how other organizations in our community are acting in a generous way and how we might work with them?  
Have we been intentional in our efforts to find areas of need in our community?
Have we tried to find innovative ways to meet the spiritual, emotional, and physical needs of people in our community? 
Have we made opportunities to volunteer available to all in keeping with their gifts and talents?
Have we been seeking ways to live out our affirming statement of intent?  
We are grateful for the words of Paul to the church at Corinth concerning generosity and for his on-going challenge to us as the modern church.  If we can answer most of the above questions in the affirmative, we can be confident that our collective church heart muscle is growing stronger.  We have much to be grateful for in our approach to giving.  Thanks be to God.
Contemplation and Conversation
What opportunities have you had to offer generosity this week?
Prayer
Loving God, we are thankful for the opportunities to reach out and serve others in our homes, in our churches, in our communities, and around the world.  Help us to be watchful for new possibilities and to have the courage to be the hands and feet of Jesus in the world.  Amen. 

Further Conversation … Would you like to talk more about today’s reflection? Email Heather at hleffler@rogers.com. 

Our Rockwood Stone Family
If you missed today’s worship service, visit our Rockwood Stone YouTube page.

[bookmark: _Hlk56335413]United Church of Canada 
An Act of Generosity
“The children…thought about it and decided to give it to help the people of Ukraine.”
[image: ]Those who work in the United Church’s Philanthropy Unit have the privilege of hearing the stories of generous supporters. Each story shared is inspiring, but this note included in a cheque sent by Rock Lake Pastoral Charge in Manitoba is especially delightful:
“Please find enclosed our cheque for $125.00. One of our member’s great-grandchildren rolled loose coins they found around the house. There was 1 roll of loonies, 6 rolls of quarters, 6 rolls of dimes, and 5 rolls of nickels. The three children ages 12, 9, and 7 were told if they rolled the coins, they could use the money however they wanted. They decided very quickly that they wanted to give it to children/people of Ukraine. They brought the money to Rock Lake Pastoral Charge and asked to have the money sent through The United Church of Canada for Emergency Response―Ukraine. They wanted it to go through the church because their great-grandmother loved the church.
“The children could have gone and bought a toy or chocolate bar but they thought about it and decided to give it to help the people of Ukraine. They were so proud when they came into the office. It was a big heavy bag of coins they carried for seven or eight blocks to get here. They were really pleased to present it,” says office administrator Linda Sharpe.
This story represents thoughtful, intentional giving at its finest. Every gift given is a treasure. Every gift given tells a story about generosity.
Thank you for supporting the work we do together as a United Church. May the story we tell in our giving and receiving bring us ever more near the heart of God.
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A gift of belonging to a church is that the practice of gathering together for worship … to pray, sing, listen to scripture and share how God touches our lives – helps us grow in deeper relationship with God and each other. We are offering this practice of sharing beyond Sunday morning to deepen our connection. Each week you are offered a picture, a scripture and a question for contemplation, as well as a short reflection for you to contemplate, have conversation with people in your life and/or join an online conversation on our Rockwood Stone Facebook page.
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