Contemplation and Conversation: Sunday, October 6, 2024
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Scripture – Psalm 8 : 1, 3 NRSVUE https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/ ?search=Psalm%208%3A1%2C%203&version=NRSVUE 
 1 O Lord, our Sovereign, how majestic is your name in all the earth!
You have set your glory above the heavens
3 When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers,
    the moon and the stars that you have established;
Psalm 89:1-7, 34-37 NRSVUE https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2089%3A1-7%2C%2034-37%20&version=NRSVUE  
1 I will sing of your steadfast love, O Lord, forever;
    with my mouth I will proclaim your faithfulness to all generations.
2 I declare that your steadfast love is established forever;
    your faithfulness is as firm as the heavens.
3 You said, “I have made a covenant with my chosen one;
    I have sworn to my servant David:
4 ‘I will establish your descendants forever
    and build your throne for all generations.’” Selah
5 Let the heavens praise your wonders, O Lord,
    your faithfulness in the assembly of the holy ones.
6 For who in the skies can be compared to the Lord?
    Who among the heavenly beings is like the Lord,
7 a God feared in the council of the holy ones,
    great and awesome above all who are around him?
From Barb Parker
In life, in death, in life beyond death,
God is with us.
We are not alone.
The above scriptures praise God’s creation of the heavens, and God’s ordering of the moon and stars. They sing of the firmness of the heavens and proclaim the moon as an enduring, everlasting witness. These are fundamental to the Genesis creation narrative. From the beginnings of recorded time, humankind has studied the stars. The Star of Bethlehem is perhaps the most famous star in the Bible. It, and the wisemen who followed it are an essential part of the story of Jesus’s birth. 
The solar eclipse of April 8, 2024, also known as the Great North American Eclipse, was a total solar eclipse, a rare and spectacular celestial event. What amazed me was the ability of astronomers and scientists to accurately predict the “ordained” path of 100% totality from Mexico, through the United States and Eastern Canada. Millions of people watched spell bound as the eclipse transpired, the skies fell dark, and nature quietened. For many it was a once in a lifetime experience, with a spiritual impact for some.
2024 has also brought some breathtaking full moons. Aligned with the Season of Creation, we will be treated to four consecutive super moons August-November as the moon enters its closest to earth orbit at a time when it is full and appears at it’s largest and brightest. August’s moon was also a “blue” super moon, a highly uncommon astronomical event. It is a seasonal “Blue Moon,” being the third full moon in a season with four full moons. This term dates back to English use in 1528. Since the 1940’s the term “Blue Moon” has also been used for the second full moon in a month that has two full moons. 
This reflection will hopefully lead you to consider the enduring wonders of God’s celestial creation and what part the heavens play in our faith and concept of life beyond death.
Contemplation and Conversation
When you experience an eclipse, marvel at a full super moon, or look at the night sky, and see the multitude of galaxies do you feel you are not alone?
Prayer
Creator God, we marvel at your creation of the heavens. We give thanks for the order that the moon brings to our calendar, seasons and days. We trust that in life, in death, and in life beyond death, you are with us. Amen. 
Spiritual Practice
“God made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars.” (Genesis 1, vs 16 NRSEV). Take some time this week to reflect on this passage. You might want to observe the night skies or sit outside and bask in the warm sunshine. Alternatively, look at some pictures of stars, the moon, and the daytime sky. You may wish to imagine the sun, the stars, and the moon as your brother, sisters and siblings. At the end of the week, write a letter to God expressing how you feel about your place in the whole of creation.
Activity
Moon Matching
There are several moons that have been named over time, reflecting seasonality, indigenous beliefs etc. The accompanying moon matching activity is a challenge to you to give some thought to the cycles of the moon and it’s influence on our lives. The answers are at the end of the email.
Draw a line to match the name of the moon to the month it occurs in…
January 	Sturgeon
February 	Wolf
March 	Strawberry
April 	Buck, Thunder
May 	Corn
June 	Flower 
July 	Worm
August 	Cold
September 	Snow
October 	Beaver
November 	Harvest, Super Hunter
December 	Pink

Further Conversation … Would you like to talk more about today’s reflection? Email Heather at hleffler@rogers.com. 
If you would like to share any pictures from your activities and spiritual practices or reflections from the contemplation questions visit our Rockwood Stone Facebook page and share in the comments.

Our Rockwood Stone Family
If you missed today’s worship service, you can watch it here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A7tpLjcnIbQ 

[bookmark: _Hlk56335413]United Church of Canada 
Prayer for Peace with Justice in Israel/Palestine
[bookmark: Editing] (inspired by Psalm 23 and A Moment of Truth: Kairos Palestine, section 3)

God,
you are our hope, we shall not let go.
You help us seek peace, justice, hope, and dignity for Palestinians and Israelis, 
You lead us towards courageous actions.

With United Church partners Middle East Council of Churches, Department of Services to Palestinian Refugees, Defense for Children International—Palestine, Sabeel, and Kairos Palestine,
we faithfully journey to places of unrest, instability, and fear, to
advocate for the basic human rights of all people,
	support the peace-builders who are actively resisting the dehumanizing forces of violence, and
better proclaim the gospel of peace for your sake.

Even though there is uncertainty, indifference, and opposition,
grant us the strength to continually seek 
an end to the occupation, 
so that Israelis and Palestinians can create a better future for themselves. 

Even as we dream of a time when Israel/Palestine will be a symbol of hope, peace, and reconciliation,
help us to be mindfully aware of the volatile present.

Draw close to the multitude of injured and grieving people in the Holy Land; 
gather up the hopeless, 
and abide with the physically and emotionally oppressed;
may your presence and your kin’dom comfort our siblings in their suffering.

God,
prepare tables of dialogue and opportunities for truth-telling around us.
Open the hearts of hurting people so that they may witness small signs of hope.

Surely, with your help, we will continue to seek justice and resist evil,
all the days of our lives,
until all are able to live abundantly.
Amen.

A gift of belonging to a church is that the practice of gathering together for worship … to pray, sing, listen to scripture and share how God touches our lives – helps us grow in deeper relationship with God and each other. We are offering this practice of sharing beyond Sunday morning to deepen our connection. Each week you are offered a picture, a scripture and a question for contemplation, as well as a short reflection for you to contemplate, have conversation with people in your life and/or join an online conversation on our Rockwood Stone Facebook page. 
Moon Matching Answers
January - Wolf
February - Snow
March - Worm
April - Pink
May - Flower
June - Strawberry
July - Buck
August - Sturgeon
September - Corn
October - Harvest, Super Hunter
November - Beaver
December – Cold
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