Contemplation and Conversation
23rd after Pentecost, Sunday, October 27, 2024
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Description automatically generated]Scripture – Job 42:1-6 NRSVUE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Job%2042%3A1-6&version=NRSVUE 
1 Then Job answered the Lord:
2 “I know that you can do all things
    and that no purpose of yours can be thwarted.
3 ‘Who is this that hides counsel without knowledge?’ 
Therefore I have uttered what I did not understand, 
    things too wonderful for me that I did not know.
4 ‘Hear, and I will speak;
    I will question you, and you declare to me.’
5 I had heard of you by the hearing of the ear,
    but now my eye sees you;
6 therefore I despise myself
    and repent in dust and ashes.”
10 And the Lord restored the fortunes of Job when he had prayed for his friends, and the Lord gave Job twice as much as he had before. 11 Then there came to him all his brothers and sisters and all who had known him before, and they ate bread with him in his house; they showed him sympathy and comforted him for all the evil that the Lord had brought upon him; and each of them gave him a piece of money and a gold ring. 12 The Lord blessed the latter days of Job more than his beginning, and he had fourteen thousand sheep, six thousand camels, a thousand yoke of oxen, and a thousand donkeys. 13 He also had seven sons and three daughters. 14 He named the first Jemimah, the second Keziah, and the third Keren-happuch. 15 In all the land there were no women so beautiful as Job’s daughters, and their father gave them an inheritance along with their brothers. 16 After this Job lived one hundred and forty years and saw his children and his children’s children, four generations. 17 And Job died, old and full of days.
From Rev Heather Leffler
Job 1 tells us that Job from the land of Uz was blameless and upright. He feared God and turned away from evil. He and his wife had seven sons and three daughters. He had seven thousand sheep, three thousand camels, five hundred yoke of oxen, five hundred donkeys, and very many servants. The Bible tells us this man was the greatest of all the people of the East.
Job lost his family, fortune and health, apparently through a wager between God and the Satan – the accuser. Maybe God and the Satan had a wager or maybe life happened. What we do know is that through all the challenges and losses of his life Job never gave up looking to God. No matter what the people around him said he trusted that God was with him. 
Sometimes in the face of difficulties people become bitter and angry and turn away from those they love. Sometimes addictions or illness separate people from those who care about them. Job’s story urges us, whatever is happening in our lives, to focus on God’s loving presence and stay connected to our faith community. This is faith and keeps us open to new possibilities. Sometimes life turns around and like Job fortunes are restored. At other times when we are looking for God’s possibilities we discover new gifts in the stage of life we are in – time to volunteer when we no longer have children to look after or when we retire, time to learn an instrument or language when we can no longer be as active as we once were, a new circle of friends as we downsize or move into a care home – to name a few. The gift of our faith is that God is with us in life, in death and in life beyond death.
Contemplation and Conversation
When have you found new possibilities after a time of struggle?
Prayer
Holy One, we are so grateful for your comforting presence we experience through scripture 
and our faith community in the challenging times of our lives. 
We give thanks for the promise that everyday is a new day 
and offers new possibilities for our lives. Amen. 

Further Conversation … Would you like to talk more about today’s reflection? Email Heather at hleffler@rogers.com. 

Our Rockwood Stone Family
If you missed today’s worship service, you can watch it here: https://youtu.be/OOVd-NAeK3c 
Stone United Church’s Foodgrains project helps the Canadian Foodgrains Bank to provide emergency food aid around the world and supports families in finding long-term solutions to feed themselves. One of the places they are currently active in is Lebanon. Learn more at www.foodgrainsbank.ca . The Canadian government partners with the CFGB matching donations 3-1. Join in this faithful response to the good things God has given us by sending a donation to Stone. Etransfers can be sent to stoneuc.treasurer@gmail.com. Cheques to Stone United Church, PO Box 57 Rockwood, ON N0B 2K0 or donate through Canada Helps https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/80455. Please designate your gift for Foodgrains. 

Sunday, November 3 join Rev. Heather Leffler for Worship at Stone at 9:45 am and at Rockwood at 11:15 am. Zoom will open for conversation before worship at Stone at 9:30 am and remain open until after Rockwood’s service. 
This Sunday we will be remember members of our churches who died in the last year Roy Steinberg and Georgina Ferguson at Rockwood and Gary Walton 
at Stone. If we have missed someone, please contact Heather hleffler@rogers.com. 

[bookmark: _Hlk56335413]United Church of Canada 
Centering Prayer: Introductory Workshop on Saturday, November 23, 2024 from 1:00-4:00 pm at Harcourt Memorial United Church 87 Dean Ave. Guelph.
Are you interested in learning more about a new way to pray?
Centering prayer is an ancient form of Christian prayer that moves beyond word, image and thought into silence. It has its roots in the wisdom sayings of Jesus and the writings of Christian contemplative masters such as Teresa of Avila, John of the Cross and Thomas Merton.
Presenter: The Rev. Kevin Steeper Registration: office@harcourtcommunity.ca
Registration deadline: November 22, 2024

Drag & Spirituality Summit from November 1–3 at Emmanuel College and Online
The Drag & Spirituality Summit is in its third year and is the first-of-its-kind gathering at the intersections of drag and spirituality. Join drag performers and faith leaders from around the globe for a stunning and sacred three-day summit. Feed the spirit and celebrate the body with powerful panel discussions, inspiring practitioner presentations, and—of course—fierce and fabulous performances.
All spiritual experiences and drag expressions are invited and celebrated in person and virtually. Drag artists, spiritual care practitioners, lovers of drag, and folks wanting to learn more will congregate from around the globe with keynotes, panel discussions, workshops, spiritual drag shows, and a spiritual drag event for children of all ages and their families. Click here for details and registration.

A gift of belonging to a church is that the practice of gathering together for worship … to pray, sing, listen to scripture and share how God touches our lives – helps us grow in deeper relationship with God and each other. We are offering this practice of sharing beyond Sunday morning to deepen our connection. Each week you are offered a picture, a scripture and a question for contemplation, as well as a short reflection for you to contemplate, have conversation with people in your life and/or join an online conversation on our Rockwood Stone Facebook page.
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