Contemplation and Conversation
Reign of Christ Sunday, November 24, 2024
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Scripture – John 18:33-37 https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2018%3A33-37&version=NRSVUE 
33 Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” 34 Jesus answered, “Do you ask this on your own, or did others tell you about me?” 35 Pilate replied, “I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief priests have handed you over to me. What have you done?” 36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom does not belong to this world. If my kingdom belonged to this world, my followers would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from here.” 37 Pilate asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.”
From Karen Richardson
I volunteered to do the Contemplation and Conversation this Sunday in gratitude for my sister finishing chemotherapy on Thursday the 21st which was also the 5th anniversary of our brother’s passing so in memory of him as well.
Christ the King Sunday was only instituted in 1925 by Pope Pius XI in regard to the rising secularism at that time. So the same year our church was established but young compared to the Christian religion. It was originally set to be celebrated on the last Sunday of October but because that is also Reformation Sunday, it was changed to the last Sunday of the liturgical year right before Advent. This was all new information to me, I can’t say that Christ the King Sunday was on my radar, so when Heather sent me the scriptures for today, I was kind of sorry I had volunteered.  
My first thought was that a King would be the last thing I would think of in terms of Jesus and then I thought actually it wouldn’t be a terminology I would use for Jesus at all. Teacher, healer, storyteller, shepherd, advocate for the poor, disenfranchised, or sick and probably many more but not King. I read the passage in John over numerous times and although Jesus talks of a kingdom it seems he avoids directly answering the question about whether he is a king or not. It seems this is way that Jesus often deals with those trying to either pigeonhole him or question his actions or words. The response was often a question in return.
When I googled Wikipedia about Christ the King Sunday – it mentioned that liberals (I laughed out loud) have changed it to Kin-dom as I also saw referenced in some feminist literature  I particularly liked the one definition of Kin-dom I found “When I imagine God’s kin-dom, I think of a world where relationships with one another, ourselves, creation, and our Creator experience profound healing. https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/entry/11523/reimagining-gods-social-kin-dom  
Contemplation and Conversation
Do you look at Jesus as a King?  Why or why not?  
When you pray “your kingdom come” what does that look like to you? 
Do you relate to the change of terminology kin-dom?
Prayer
Holy Mystery, help us to imagine what a spiritual, divine kin-dom looks like 
and help us to be a part of bringing it into our lives and world. Amen.

Further Conversation … Would you like to talk more about today’s reflection? Email Heather at hleffler@rogers.com. 

Our Rockwood Stone Family
If you missed today’s worship service, you can watch it here: 

Stone United Church’s Foodgrains project helps the Canadian Foodgrains Bank to provide emergency food aid around the world and supports families in finding long-term solutions to feed themselves. One of the places they are currently active in is Lebanon. Learn more at www.foodgrainsbank.ca . The Canadian government partners with the CFGB matching donations 3-1. Join in this faithful response to the good things God has given us by sending a donation to Stone. Etransfers can be sent to stoneuc.treasurer@gmail.com. Cheques to Stone United Church, PO Box 57 Rockwood, ON N0B 2K0 or donate through Canada Helps https://www.canadahelps.org/en/dn/80455. Please designate your gift for Foodgrains. 

United Church of Canada
[image: ]Webinar - Works in Action: Strengthening Senior Communities 
Mark your calendars for Thursday, November 28 at 12:00PM EST for Works in Action: Strengthening Senior Communities. This one-hour webinar will explore impactful initiatives that support senior communities within United Church communities and beyond. Our panel of past grant recipients will share insights about their projects, learnings, and experiences working with the United Church of Canada Foundation. Gain valuable knowledge about how these community leaders are strengthening senior communities through innovative programs, with the support from the Foundation.

Don't Miss Out! Register Now!
This webinar will include reflections from: 
Marjorie Tate and Jocelyn Carter, St Paul’s United Church (Sidney, BC) 
George Parsons, Jimmy Pratt Memorial Outreach Centre Inc (St. John’s, NL)
Kari Krogh and Kim Dunlop, Kingston Road United Church (Toronto, ON) 
[bookmark: _Hlk56335413]Reminder: When you register for the webinar, you’ll also receive access to the recording. We’ll email the recording to all registrants as soon as it’s available. Register today! 

August 5-12, 2025 Inclusive 
IN PERSON Youth Forum at General Council 45 Gathering in Calgary
Accommodation, travel, food and supply costs will be covered for the in-person event
Youth Forum is an opportunity for young people to participate in the education, decision-making, and community of General Council 45 of The United Church of Canada. Its aim is to ensure that young people have a voice in the denomination-shaping issues and decisions for the next three years in the life of the church. Its an opportunity to speak to issues that matter to young people, to share ideas, and to connect with peers and other members and leaders of the General Council.
If you or someone you know wishes to apply to be a Youth Forum Delegate, please register with this form.
https://forms.office.com/r/6cqiZmFHV3 
Contact Kathy Douglas, Faith Formation Minister with any questions at KDouglas@united-church.ca

A gift of belonging to a church is that the practice of gathering together for worship … to pray, sing, listen to scripture and share how God touches our lives – helps us grow in deeper relationship with God and each other. We are offering this practice of sharing beyond Sunday morning to deepen our connection. Each week you are offered a picture, a scripture and a question for contemplation, as well as a short reflection for you to contemplate, have conversation with people in your life and/or join an online conversation on our Rockwood Stone Facebook page.
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