Contemplation and Conversation: 2nd Sunday of Advent, December 8, 2024
Scripture – Matthew 1:18-25 NRSVUE https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%201%3A18-25&version=NRSVUE 
18 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be pregnant from the Holy Spirit. 19 Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to divorce her quietly. 
20 But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 
22 All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet:
23 “Look, the virgin shall become pregnant and give birth to a son,
    and they shall name him Emmanuel,”
which means, “God is with us.” 
24 When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife 25 but had no marital relations with her until she had given birth to a son, and he named him Jesus.
From Lisa Leffler
When we think of Joseph in the Christmas story, he is often an afterthought – just the guy leading the donkey, there to round out the narrative. There is only one Christmas carol in Voices United that mentions Joseph, and only a handful to be found when you search online and yet Joseph was an integral part of the Christmas story. Without his support of Mary, she would have been cast out of society and possibly even killed for committing adultery. It is through Joseph’s protection and steadfast faith that Jesus is able to grow up and explore the world in relative safety.
Joseph’s choice to protect Mary showed his deep devotion to God and his love of Mary. It also demonstrated an understanding that while law and tradition are important, they should never be put ahead of people and relationships. This “people over policy” mentality is one that we see throughout Jesus’s ministry, as he cared for the most vulnerable members of society – just as Joseph cared for him and Mary when they were at their most vulnerable. 
Joseph’s quiet strength is a model of faith in action. It reminds us to trust in God’s plan and to be open to new possibilities. Joseph reminds us that sometimes our greatest contributions come not from the big historic moments, but through our unseen acts of faithfulness and love.
Contemplation and Conversation
How is God calling you to support the people around you? 
Who can you turn to when you need support?
Prayer
Ever-Present God,
Like Joseph, we are all called to build relationships
that make positive change.
Open us to your presence so we may be guided by your love
to bring healing and hope to the world. Amen.

Further Conversation … Would you like to talk more about today’s reflection? Email Heather at hleffler@rogers.com. 

Our Rockwood Stone Family
If you missed today’s worship service, you can watch it here: https://youtu.be/hp1YakdkGkQ .
Christmas packs are going out this week. See the attachments for a digital copy.
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A gift of belonging to a church is that the practice of gathering together for worship … to pray, sing, listen to scripture and share how God touches our lives – helps us grow in deeper relationship with God and each other. We are offering this practice of sharing beyond Sunday morning to deepen our connection. Each week you are offered a picture, a scripture and a question for contemplation, as well as a short reflection for you to contemplate, have conversation with people in your life and/or join an online conversation on our Rockwood Stone Facebook page.
[bookmark: _Hlk184378422]If you would like to write a reflection or have a picture to share, please send contact Heather Leffler hleffler@rogers.com. 
