Contemplation and Conversation: Christmas Day, December 25, 2024
Scripture – Luke 20:1-7, 16-20 NRSVUE https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%202%3A1-7%2C%2016-20&version=NRSVUE 
1 In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2 This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 All went to their own towns to be registered. 
4 Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. 5 He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 
6 While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth and laid him in a manger, because there was no place in the guest room.
16 So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph and the child lying in the manger. 17 When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them, 19 and Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, just as it had been told them.
From Heather Leffler
What must it have been like for Mary and Joseph to greet baby Jesus that night. Maybe laying him in a manger of straw in a stable full of animals or maybe, as new translations suggest, in a crowded guest room surrounded by strangers since the town of Bethlehem was filled with travelers for the census. Either way, far from home, and even further from the life they had imagined before Gabriel appeared to Mary and the angel urged Joseph in a dream to stand by Mary and God’s son, Mary and Joseph were new parents. 
Looking down into the sweet face, counting the tiny fingers and toes were Mary and Joseph able to rest in the awe and wonder of this new birth? Were they still reliving the challenges and fears of their journey or anticipating the struggles of the coming days, caring for a newborn in an unfamiliar town without a place of their own? The angel assured them that God had chosen Mary to give birth to God’s son and yet so far life had not been filled with peace and joy. What would the future bring? Could they rest in their love for each other and enjoy the gifts of this moment trusting that God would be with them whatever the future had in store?
Suddenly they heard joyful voices outside – shepherds telling of angels surrounded by the glory of God. As the hard, weatherworn men entered in and reverently knelt before Jesus, Mary and Joseph could take a deep breath and be assured that whatever would be, they would not be alone. 
Contemplation and Conversation
What assures you that God is with you,
you are not alone?
Prayer
[bookmark: _Hlk184378952]Holy Mystery, you are Wholly Love,
it is so easy for us to get caught up in 
remembering past struggles or anticipating future challenges.
Help us pause today and enjoy the gifts you have given us, 
trusting that our future is held in your loving hands. Amen.

Further Conversation … Would you like to talk more about today’s reflection? Email Heather at hleffler@rogers.com. 
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A gift of belonging to a church is that the practice of gathering together for worship … to pray, sing, listen to scripture and share how God touches our lives – helps us grow in deeper relationship with God and each other. We are offering this practice of sharing beyond Sunday morning to deepen our connection. Each week you are offered a picture, a scripture and a question for contemplation, as well as a short reflection for you to contemplate, have conversation with people in your life and/or join an online conversation on our Rockwood Stone Facebook page.
If you would like to write a reflection or have a picture to share, please send contact Heather Leffler hleffler@rogers.com .
