Contemplation and Conversation:
2nd Sunday after Epiphany, January 19, 2025
[image: ]Scripture – 1 Corinthians 12:1-11 NRSVUE
1 Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be ignorant. 2 You know that when you were gentiles you were enticed and led astray to idols that could not speak. 3 Therefore I want you to understand that no one speaking by the Spirit of God ever says “Let Jesus be cursed!” and no one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit.
4 Now there are varieties of gifts but the same Spirit, 5 and there are varieties of services but the same Lord, 6 and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone. 7 To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8 To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10 to another the working of powerful deeds, to another prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 11 All these are activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses.
From Rev. Heather Leffler
In 1925, Our United Church was formed through the union of Congregational, Methodist, Presbyterian, and Union Churches. This historic coming together allowed congregations to retain their traditional patterns of worship, creating a rich tapestry of worship practices across the country rather than a single, uniform order.
In our worship, people share diverse gifts such as music, wisdom, prayer, prophecy, and, in some congregations, experiences like speaking in tongues, interpretation of tongues, and healing. Paul assures us that the Spirit is active among us, encouraging the sharing of these gifts.
While we often focus on the gifts expressed in worship, Paul reminds us that other gifts, services, and activities are equally vital to our faith communities and the world. Our worship and studies deepen our spirituality, grounding us in our relationship with God and our church family. However, it is through other expressions of our gifts that we embody bold discipleship and daring justice.
People contribute in countless ways: advocating for justice through speaking, protesting, and letter writing; providing meals for those in need; maintaining our church buildings to ensure they remain welcoming spaces for community gatherings; and sharing baking, gardening, arts, and crafts to support fundraising efforts. Others faithfully offer prayers for neighbors and people around the world.
These are just a few examples of how our gifts extend beyond worship, weaving a vibrant and meaningful fabric of faith in action.
Contemplation and Conversation
What gift do you bring as a disciple of Jesus?
Prayer
Spirit of Unity,
Bless the many gifts we share in worship and service,
That through them, we may live boldly in love and justice. Amen. 

Further Conversation … Would you like to talk more about today’s reflection? Email Heather at hleffler@rogers.com. 

Our Rockwood Stone Family
If you missed today’s worship service, you can watch it here: https://youtu.be/wuTPL3jSrUw 
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June 10, 2025, will mark the United Church’s 100th anniversary—an opportunity to honour our past and look to the future!
Theme
The theme for the Centennial is Deep, Bold, Daring. One of the first “united” churches in the world, from its formation the United Church has been rooted in
Deep Spirituality
The words of Jesus’ prayer that the disciples be one (John 17:21)
Bold Discipleship
The belief that what unites us is stronger than our differences
Daring Justice
The desire to live out the gospel call to love and justice in Canada and around the world
https://united-church.ca/100years 

A gift of belonging to a church is that the practice of gathering together for worship … to pray, sing, listen to scripture and share how God touches our lives – helps us grow in deeper relationship with God and each other. We are offering this practice of sharing beyond Sunday morning to deepen our connection. Each week you are offered a picture, a scripture and a question for contemplation, as well as a short reflection for you to contemplate, have conversation with people in your life and/or join an online conversation on our Rockwood Stone Facebook page.
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