Contemplation and Conversation: 4th Sunday of Easter, May 11, 2025
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Scripture – Acts 9:36-43 NRSVUE 
36 Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in Greek is Dorcas. She was devoted to good works and acts of charity. 37 At that time she became ill and died. When they had washed her, they laid her in a room upstairs. 38 Since Lydda was near Joppa, the disciples, who heard that Peter was there, sent two men to him with the request, “Please come to us without delay.” 39 So Peter got up and went with them, and when he arrived, they took him to the room upstairs. All the widows stood beside him, weeping and showing tunics and other clothing that Dorcas had made while she was with them. 40 Peter put all of them outside, and then he knelt down and prayed. He turned to the body and said, “Tabitha, get up.” Then she opened her eyes, and seeing Peter, she sat up. 41 He gave her his hand and helped her up. Then calling the saints and widows, he showed her to be alive. 42 This became known throughout Joppa, and many believed in the Lord. 43 Meanwhile, he stayed in Joppa for some time with a certain Simon, a tanner.
From Rev. Heather Leffler
When we think of Jesus’ followers, our minds often turn to the twelve disciples. After Jesus’ resurrection, Matthias replaced Judas and later Paul and James, the brother of Jesus, were named as apostles. Yet, the early church included many women like Tabitha, whose name in Greek was Dorcas – women whose lives bore quiet but powerful witness to the gospel.
At first glance the story of Tabitha might seem to center on is the miraculous act of Peter raising her from the dead. But her life tells a story of profound, everyday faithfulness. Devoted to good works and acts of charity, the group of widows mourning her death, showed Peter the tunics and other clothing sha lovingly crafted. Using her skills to clothe the people around her, Tabitha made it her life’s work to care for others. 
In a world that often measures impact in grand gestures, Tabitha's quiet ministry of care is a profound reminder of the sacredness of small, consistent acts of love. She embodied what it means to follow Jesus—serving the vulnerable, meeting practical needs, and building community.
As we hear our United Church call us to deep spirituality, bold discipleship and daring justice, may we also draw inspiration from the quieter, steadfast examples around us like Tabitha.
Contemplation and Conversation
Who in your life is quietly living out their faith,
bringing comfort, hope, and practical help to others?
Prayer
Holy One, may our discipleship be as faithful as Tabitha,
using our gifts to care for your children and creation. Amen. 

Further Conversation … Would you like to talk more about today’s reflection? Email Heather at hleffler@rogers.com. 

Our Rockwood Stone Family
If you missed today’s worship service, you can watch it here: https://youtu.be/S3A4ur6vXxo 
Please note the Board Meeting on Wednesday, May 14 is at 7 pm on Zoom.

[bookmark: _Hlk56335413]United Church of Canada 
2012
· United Church Women (UCW) celebrates 50th Anniversary.
· The release of the report of the Working Group of Israel/Palestine Policy is greeted with an unprecedented response – both positive and negative
· The 41st General Council meets at Carleton University in Ottawa, and elects Rev. Gary Paterson as Moderator.
· 41st General Council approves changes to the United Church Crest, adding the four “traditional colours” and the phrase “All My Relations” in Mohawk
· 41st General Council expands the doctrinal statements in the Basis of Union to include the 1940 Statement of Faith, “A New Creed” (1968) and “A Song of Faith” (2006)

A gift of belonging to a church is that the practice of gathering together for worship … to pray, sing, listen to scripture and share how God touches our lives – helps us grow in deeper relationship with God and each other. We are offering this practice of sharing beyond Sunday morning to deepen our connection. Each week you are offered a picture, a scripture and a question for contemplation, as well as a short reflection for you to contemplate, have conversation with people in your life and/or join an online conversation on our Rockwood Stone Facebook page.
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