Contemplation and Conversation: 6th Sunday of Easter, May 25, 2025
[image: ]Scripture – Acts 16:9-15 NRSVUE
9 During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia pleading with him and saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” 10 When he had seen the vision, we immediately tried to cross over to Macedonia, being convinced that God had called us to proclaim the good news to them.
11 We therefore set sail from Troas and took a straight course to Samothrace, the following day to Neapolis, 12 and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of Macedonia and a Roman colony. We remained in this city for some days. 13 On the Sabbath day we went outside the gate by the river, where we supposed there was a place of prayer, and we sat down and spoke to the women who had gathered there. 14 A certain woman named Lydia, a worshiper of God, was listening to us; she was from the city of Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth. The Lord opened her heart to listen eagerly to what was said by Paul. 15 When she and her household were baptized, she urged us, saying, “If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come and stay at my home.” And she prevailed upon us.
From Rev. Heather Leffler
Luke tells us that Paul was being guided by the Spirit. When he received a vision in the middle of the night—a man from Macedonia pleading for help—Paul trusted that it was the Spirit calling him. Without delay, he and his companions set sail from Troas to Philippi, a leading city in Macedonia.
After spending several days there, they went outside the city gate to the river, where they supposed people gathered to pray. Lydia, a worshiper of God and a dealer in purple cloth, listened to Paul. The Lord opened her heart. She responded to his message by being baptized, along with her whole household, and Lydia welcomed Paul and his companions into her home.
This passage invites us to reflect on how the Spirit continues to guide us today. In a time when many people—sometimes two or more generations in a family —have never been part of a church community, we may ask: Where are we being called to go? Where are the “riversides” in our own context where spiritual conversations might unfold?
In our churches, we sometimes hesitate to share our faith—not because it isn’t meaningful, but because we want to avoid the coercion that shaped some past church experiences. But sharing our faith is not about pressuring people; it’s about invitation and trust. It’s about trusting that the Spirit is at work both in us and in those we meet.
We’ve seen meaningful connections happen in simple but significant ways—over a warm breakfast, when someone helps prepare takeout dinners, or in the conversations that follow the message each week in worship. These are not just social gatherings; they are modern-day riversides, where hearts can open and faith can grow.
Perhaps someone is looking not just for a meal, but for a place to belong. Maybe they’re seeking opportunities to engage in reconciliation with our First Nations siblings, or longing for a space where real conversations about life and faith can happen. When we share how Jesus’ presence shapes our lives and sustains us, we may be surprised who the Spirit brings into our midst.
Contemplation and Conversation
Where is the modern day “riverside” where the Spirit is inviting me to share my faith story?
Prayer
Holy One, you have gifted us with church families
where we can grow in deeper relationship with you and with one another
through prayer, conversation and shared life.
Give us courage to listen for your Spirit’s leading,
and hearts open to share your love
with those you bring across our path. Amen. 

Further Conversation … Would you like to talk more about today’s reflection? Email Heather at hleffler@rogers.com. 

Our Rockwood Stone Family
If you missed today’s worship service, you can watch it here: https://youtu.be/r574Pk7dlDw 
On this Rogation Day we ask God's blessing on the growth of all things. May we enjoy the earth gently, and give thanks for the gifts of creation. https://youtu.be/JwyvGm8W01g 
Thank you to Barb Parker, Bill Allen, Chloe Southwell, Christine Wenger, Gord Carothers, Gwen Brander, Heather Blair, Heather Leffler, Jean Haws, Kevin Anthony, Lisa Leffler, Marcia Haworth, Margaret Thomson, Patty Lancaster, Mary Churchyard, Randy Dewey and Rosslyn Bentley for their beautiful pictures in the Rogation Sunday prayer and to Marianne Poschung for her lovely pictures in worship.
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2016
· Eight remits approved by the 42nd General Council are issued to the church.
· The Right Rev. Jordan Cantwell offers a Parliamentary Special Joint Committee her reflections on physician-assisted dying.
· The United Church participates in events marking our commitment—as a denomination and as part of the ecumenical community—to adopt the principles, norms, and standards of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.
· The church marks the 30th Anniversary of the Apology to First Nations Peoples.
· The Anglican–United Church Dialogue releases the results of its 2012–2016 discussions in a new report, “Called to Unity in Mission.”
2017
· Former Moderators the Very Rev. Dr. Sang Chul Lee and Dr. Anne Squire die in January and April, respectively.
· The United Church opts for a balanced, case-by-case approach to medical assistance in dying.
· The United Church launches an Extreme Hunger Appeal as the humanitarian crisis in Kenya, Nigeria, Somalia, South Sudan, and Yemen reaches grave levels.
· A special electronic meeting of the 42nd General Council is held on September 30, 2017. Commissioners give strong endorsement to four motions that will prepare the church for the transition to a more streamlined structure, if changes approved at the 42nd General Council in 2015 and endorsed by Conferences and presbyteries by remit are approved by the 43rd General Council in 2018.
· The General Council Office consolidates its leased office space onto one floor.

A gift of belonging to a church is that the practice of gathering together for worship … to pray, sing, listen to scripture and share how God touches our lives – helps us grow in deeper relationship with God and each other. We are offering this practice of sharing beyond Sunday morning to deepen our connection. Each week you are offered a picture, a scripture and a question for contemplation, as well as a short reflection for you to contemplate, have conversation with people in your life and/or join an online conversation on our Rockwood Stone Facebook page.
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