Contemplation and Conversation
9th Sunday after Pentecost, August 10, 2025
Scripture – Genesis 1-2:4 NRSVUE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%201-2%3A4&version=NRSVUE 
[image: ]In Genesis, we read the story of creation.
First, God made light and dark – day and night 
– and it was good.
Then God separated the waters 
and made the sky – and it was good.
God gathered the dry land to create earth and sea, 
and the land brought forth vegetation – and it was good.
God set the sun to rule the day 
and the moon and stars to rule the night – and it was good.
God brought forth living creatures 
– birds and sea creatures – and it was good.
Then God created all the animals on the land, and finally,
God created humans in God’s own image 
– and it was very good.
Then God rested. 
Follow the link above to read the first creation story in full. 
From Rev. Heather Leffler 
This week I listened to a number of theologians speak about the grace in the creation story – that God created everything including humans and it was good. I was reminded that it was human judgment – not God’s – that began dividing creation into categories: some plants as “good” and others as “weeds”; some animals to be protected and others, like wolves, treated as villains to be destroyed. And with people, we decided that those who didn’t fit the “norm” were somehow less.
As part of our United Church’s Apology to 2S and LGBTQIA+ People and Communities, Friday’s worship service at Knox United Church in Calgary included deaf theologian Noah Buchholz’ retelling of The Creation. I would encourage you to watch it and experience the richness of the story through signing. As I watched, I “heard” the birds of creation. I “saw” in his telling the effort God invested in bringing life into being. I was reminded that we were drawn into relationship with God and all that is – to live out God’s dream of interconnected lives that continue the goodness God imagined.
The United Church’s apology invites us to reorient our view of God’s creation. It calls us to recognize that all people are God’s beloved and that living in loving relationship means letting go of the need to be “better” than others. It asks us to seek the gift in every person.
In worship this morning, someone reminded us that when we meet others, we need to begin with listening – suspending judgment – so that we can truly appreciate each person’s place in God’s beautiful diversity.
The creation story is a story of belonging to God and to each other. Rediscovering it as God’s dream invites us to live faithful in the way of the One who gave us life.
Contemplation and Conversation
As we seek, as a church, to reorient ourselves to God’s vision of all people as beloved,
what do you feel God is calling our community to do next in living out this apology
and building God’s dream of justice and joy?
Prayer – A Prayer for a Colourful Inclusive Church by Iridesce: The Living Apology Project, 2017.
Living Spirit, you call each of us by our name; you call us Loved.
Together, you call us by our many names; you call us Wonderfully Diverse!
You call us to come together; you call us Community, you call us Church,
You have called us to this time and to this place of sharing and listening, 
of naming and listening, of healing and listening…
Living Christ, we listen to the very beat of our hearts,
an echo of your compassion for those who live on the margins:
Because of who they love, how they love; how they express themselves;
how they do it or don’t do it; how their bodies are or aren’t;
how they have been transformed by the courage of authenticity;
may our hearts beat together with theirs.
Like you, we too are divinely designed.
may we live our human years on this earth in your Way,
as we walk together in your path of love and justice,
with God and with each other, where all are invited and welcomed, valued and celebrated!
Living God, you have responded to our cries for justice,
with decades of courageous organizers, witnesses, advocates and allies; 
you have responded to uplift the lonely and the broken hearted,
with countless friendships, supportive families members, social communities, and affirming churches; 
you have responded to our vision of a colourful and inclusive church,
with the pastels, paints and brushes of courage, faith and commitment!
With song and dance! With music and celebration!
We thank you for your trust in us. 
We thank you that we have been called to be part of this moment in your church
when people of diverse skin colours and cultures
of diverse incomes and means of diverse ages and abilities of diverse lifestyles and commitments
and of diverse sexualities and gender expressions
are accepting the call to come together to revive hearts and minds and customs
and institutions into living, breathing, dancing, painting, singing, *joyful*
celebrations of your people! May it be so! Amen!

Further Conversation … Would you like to talk more about today’s reflection? Email Heather at hleffler@rogers.com. 

Our Rockwood Stone Family
In worship we shared in liturgy from the United Church of Canada’s Apology to 2S and LGBTQIA+ communities and shared in times of conversation. There was no recording this morning, so you can watch the UCC service here: https://www.youtube.com/live/ts4Bth66L1w?si=CKX22Ip_4i5oBFE- 
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Installation of 45th Moderator on August 11 at 7 pm MT
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Rev. Dr. Kimberly Heath – Photo Credit: Alan Lai
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Every three years, when The United Church of Canada’s General Council meets, a new Moderator is chosen. The 45th General Council, currently taking place in person and online at the Calgary TELUS Convention Centre from August 7–11, just selected Rev. Dr. Kimberly Heath as the next Moderator, after three ballots. 
Born in Lusaka, Zambia, and raised in Canada, Rev. Dr. Kimberly Heath was ordained in 1999. She began her ministry in Claresholm-Stavely Pastoral Charge in Alberta and has served Wall Street United Church in eastern Ontario since 2007. Rev. Dr. Heath has contributed to the wider church through leadership roles including Chair of Pastoral Relations in Foothills Presbytery, President of Bay of Quinte Conference, and member of the Eastern Ontario Outaouais Regional Council Transition Commission. She has also lead retreats, workshops, and preaching conferences to support clergy and nurture faith.    
In sharing her hopes for the church, she says, "As Moderator I will help to build up the church by deepening faith in Jesus, strengthening what is small and encouraging life-giving connections."
The installation of Rev. Dr. Heath as the 45th Moderator will take place at Knox United Church, 506 4 St. SW, Calgary, Alberta, on Monday, August 11 at 7 pm MT. The service is open to anyone who would like to attend in person; it will also be available on our YouTube channel(opens in a new tab), with live interpretation in English and French.  
Five nominees stood for selection by the Commissioners of General Council 45 over the past two days. The Moderator serves as the spiritual leader of The United Church of Canada, heartening and strengthening the whole of the church. 
The United Church of Canada governance structure installs the Moderator as the elected, presiding officer of the meetings of the General Council, its executive, and its sub-executive. Learn more about this triennium’s Moderator.

A gift of belonging to a church is that the practice of gathering together for worship … to pray, sing, listen to scripture and share how God touches our lives – helps us grow in deeper relationship with God and each other. We are offering this practice of sharing beyond Sunday morning to deepen our connection. Each week you are offered a picture, a scripture and a question for contemplation, as well as a short reflection for you to contemplate, have conversation with people in your life and/or join an online conversation on our Rockwood Stone Facebook page.
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