Contemplation and Conversation: 13th Sunday after Pentecost, September 7, 2025
[image: ]Scripture – Psalm 112 NRSVUE
1 Praise the Lord!
    Happy are those who fear the Lord,
    who greatly delight in his commandments.
2 Their descendants will be mighty in the land;
    the generation of the upright will be blessed.
3 Wealth and riches are in their houses,
    and their righteousness endures forever.
4 They rise in the darkness as a light for the upright;
    they are gracious, merciful, and righteous.
5 It is well with those who deal generously and lend,
    who conduct their affairs with justice.
6 For the righteous will never be moved;
    they will be remembered forever.
7 They are not afraid of evil tidings;
    their hearts are firm, secure in the Lord.
8 Their hearts are steady; they will not be afraid;
    in the end they will look in triumph on their foes.
9 They have distributed freely; they have given to the poor;
    their righteousness endures forever;
    their horn is exalted in honor.
10 The wicked see it and are angry;
    they gnash their teeth and melt away;
    the desire of the wicked comes to nothing.
From Brian Mack
Psalm 112 is a wisdom psalm.  As such, it offers much food for thought as to how we show reverence for God through our daily actions.  Although it is a psalm of instruction for individuals, it applies equally as to how we conduct ourselves as a church.  As we begin to return to the routines of autumn in our congregations, it is prudent to pause and think about how we honor God.  Specifically, consider how we conduct ourselves at our Council and Board meetings.   We show reverence for God in the following ways:
· Prayer: At the beginning and close of each meeting, we offer God praise for the Holy One’s
presence in our lives and in the collective life of our churches.
· Practicing Generosity: As we make decisions, we are conscious of how our congregations share their time, talents, and monies.  Although we may wrestle with how to meet our day-to-day financial obligations, we inevitably focus much more of our attention on how we might best serve our wider community.  Our outreach efforts in both churches are encouraged, supported and applauded.
· Being Steadfast In Tough Times: When difficult decisions have to be made, we often remind ourselves that God is bigger than whatever situation we might face as a church.  We continue to put our trust in God.  Our administrative bodies resolutely explore new avenues of funding, new ways of being the “church” in our community and aren’t afraid to reach out to the wider church as appropriate. Rather than turn inward, we continually ask ourselves the question posed by church animator, Greg Smith-Young:  Why do our communities need a United Church presence?
· Choosing Integrity: At a time when we are bombarded on a daily basis with bad news, uncertainty, and questionable ethics on the world stage, our churches continue to stand for justice and fairness.  Our decisions at the governance level are made through the lens of our affirming mission statement “so that all are welcome in this place”.
· Building a legacy of goodness: In June, we celebrated with our cluster churches, the 150th anniversary of the United Church.  As Stone United Council, Rockwood United Council, and as a Pastoral Charge Board, we applauded this eleven-church initiative.  Through our actions today, we ensure that the collective memory of our churches is honored, celebrated, and built upon with an eye to an enduring legacy.  
In sum, we are blessed that our governing bodies through their collective actions, exhibit a reverence for the Holy One expressed through decision making that is grounded in integrity, generosity, and trust.  Thanks be to God.
Contemplation and Conversation
In response to the words of the psalmist, how are you encouraged to “live with open hands?”
Prayer
Holy One, help our decision makers to continue to put our trust in You.  
May you strengthen their resolve to enable our congregations to live with open hands 
that are ready to serve, to give, and to be a blessing to all. Amen.
Further Conversation … Would you like to talk more about today’s reflection? Email Heather at hleffler@rogers.com. 

Our Rockwood Stone Family
If you missed today’s worship service, you can watch it here:  
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A gift of belonging to a church is that the practice of gathering together for worship … to pray, sing, listen to scripture and share how God touches our lives – helps us grow in deeper relationship with God and each other. We are offering this practice of sharing beyond Sunday morning to deepen our connection. Each week you are offered a picture, a scripture and a question for contemplation, as well as a short reflection for you to contemplate, have conversation with people in your life and/or join an online conversation on our Rockwood Stone Facebook page.
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