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17th Sunday after Pentecost, October 5, 2025
Scripture – Lamentations 3:19-26 NRSVUE 
19 The thought of my affliction and my homelessness
    is wormwood and gall!
20 My soul continually thinks of it
    and is bowed down within me.
21 But this I call to mind,
    and therefore I have hope:
22 The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases,
    his mercies never come to an end;
23 they are new every morning;
    great is your faithfulness.
24 “The Lord is my portion,” says my soul,
    “therefore I will hope in him.”
25 The Lord is good to those who wait for him,
    to the soul that seeks him.
26 It is good that one should wait quietly
    for the salvation of the Lord.
From Rev. Heather Leffler
As I read these words from Lamentations today, I am reminded how Scripture speaks to us in different ways, at different times, depending on what we are experiencing in our lives.
Most of us have not known homelessness, and some may never have felt deeply afflicted. Yet all of us have lived through moments when we longed for reassurance that we are not alone.
When I read these verses, they wash over me with comfort—reminding me that whatever is happening in my life, God is always present. From the darkest night to the brightest dawn, we are invited to experience and to know that we are never alone.
What God asks of us is to wait—to pause and be present to the Holy in our midst. Whether in the beauty of an autumn landscape, the babbling of a brook, the smile of a beloved elder, or the giggle of a child, we are surrounded by signs of God’s goodness, love, and abundance.
Whatever we are facing, we are urged to pause and notice—to see, listen, taste, smell, and feel the goodness woven into creation and community—and to remember that all of it is a gift from our Creator, whose steadfast love never ceases and whose mercy renews is new every morning. 
May we experience and know God’s presence in all things. May it be so.
Contemplation and Conversation
What assures you of God’s steadfast love?
Prayer
God of all times and places, 
be with those who are homeless and alone, 
may they find comfort in their affliction.
Teach me to pause and make space
to experience and to know your presence in my life. Amen. 

Further Conversation … Would you like to talk more about today’s reflection? Email Heather at hleffler@rogers.com. 

Our Rockwood Stone Family
If you missed today’s worship service, you can watch it here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TtlWqzn72Yg 
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A gift of belonging to a church is that the practice of gathering together for worship … to pray, sing, listen to scripture and share how God touches our lives – helps us grow in deeper relationship with God and each other. We are offering this practice of sharing beyond Sunday morning to deepen our connection. Each week you are offered a picture, a scripture and a question for contemplation, as well as a short reflection for you to contemplate, have conversation with people in your life and/or join an online conversation on our Rockwood Stone Facebook page.
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