Contemplation and Conversation
Reign of Christ Sunday, November 23, 2025 [image: Sun shining through clouds in the sky
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Scripture – Luke 23:33-43 NRSVUE
33 When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. [[34 Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.”]] And they cast lots to divide his clothing. 35 And the people stood by watching, but the leaders scoffed at him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his chosen one!” 36 The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine 37 and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!”38 There was also an inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.” 
39 One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, “Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” 40 But the other rebuked him, saying “Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41 And we indeed have been condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man has done nothing wrong.” “Jesus, remember me when you come in 42 Then he said, your kingdom.” 43 He replied, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise.”
From Rev Heather Leffler
On this Reign of Christ Sunday, our gospel reading reminds us that Jesus did not rule as the world expected a king to rule. Instead he fed the hungry, healed the sick, gave sight to the blind, shared wisdom and stories to teach, and called power to account. His authority was not rooted in domination, but in compassion, truth, justice and love. His life on earth taught us how to be a part of his kingdom.
Then he accepted death on a cross, giving his life so we would know the depth of his love for all people, a love that nothing – not even death – could overcome.
Even those who convicted and crucified him and the criminals hanging beside him – who by human standards deserved their fate – were not beyond his forgiveness and love. In the midst of suffering, Jesus chose mercy. His last words were to assure the one who reached out in hope and humility that he would be welcomed into life beyond death with Jesus.
To a world that values power and wealth, calling Jesus a king would be confusing. Yet his reign is not one of fear, control, or violence, but of grace, belonging, and transformation. Through the ages his love has changed people’s hearts. From the disciples to us today, Jesus has shown us that loving our neighbours and even our enemies is the best hope for humanity and the world. This is what it means to live under the Reign of Christ.
Contemplation and Conversation
How has knowing Jesus changed your view of the world?
Prayer
Risen One, we give thanks for your life, death and resurrection.
You reign not from a throne of power, but from a cross of love.
You meet us in our brokenness and offer hope, forgiveness, and new life.
Touched by your story, may we be your hands and feet in the world,
choosing compassion over judgment, mercy over fear, and love over hate,
loving others as you love us. Amen.
Further Conversation … Would you like to talk more about today’s reflection? Email Heather at hleffler@rogers.com. 

Our Rockwood Stone Family
If you missed today’s worship service, visit our Rockwood Stone YouTube page.
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Mission and Service – 100 Years of Service  The United Church of Canada has been reaching out to help others through Mission and Service for the past 100 years. Take a few moments to view the high points of our history and the impact we have had. Consider giving a gift to M&S this Christmas through Rockwood or Stone. 
43rd World Religions Conference – Combatting Hate – Wilfrid Laurier University 2025
Sometimes it is hard to know what we can do to combat hate in the world. One way is to stand in solidarity with people who are standing up for peace and reconciliation. For 43 years people of different faiths and no faith have gathered to stand for good for all people. You can listen to this year’s conference and bear witness to people seeking the good of all. To learn more go to their website https://www.worldreligionsconference.org/.

A gift of belonging to a church is that the practice of gathering together for worship … to pray, sing, listen to scripture and share how God touches our lives – helps us grow in deeper relationship with God and each other. We are offering this practice of sharing beyond Sunday morning to deepen our connection. Each week you are offered a picture, a scripture and a question for contemplation, as well as a short reflection for you to contemplate, have conversation with people in your life and/or join an online conversation on our Rockwood Stone Facebook page.
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